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Editor’den
Rahman ve Rahim olan Allah’in adiyla,

Akademik Analiz dergi ekibi olarak Aralik 2023 tarihi itibariyla basladigimiz yayin hayatini dor-
diincl sayimizi ¢ikararak devam etmenin sevincini yasamaktayiz. Dergimiz, bu sayisinda da
onemli ilmi konularla okuyucusuyla bulusacaktir.

Dérdiincli sayimizda bir adet Tiirkce, bir adet ingilizce ve {i¢c adet Arapca olmak lizere bes ma-
kale bulunmaktadir. Bu sayimizdaki makaleler, tasavvuf, gég¢, din sosyolojisi, hadis ve tefsir
alanlariyla alakalidir.

ilk makale tasavvuf alaninda “Seyh ibrahim Halil’e Gére Miiridin Miirside Karsi Adabi” ismini
tasimaktadir. Bu makale 2024 yilinda sunulmus Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi, Sosyal Bilim-
ler Enstitlisi’ne sunulan “Son Dénem Naksi Seyhlerinden ibrahim Halil Sogukoglu’nun Hayati
Eserleri ve Tasavvufi Gorusleri” isimli yiiksek lisans calismasindan tretilmistir. ikinci makalede,
Suriye’de son yillarda yasanan problemler go¢ acgisindan incelemektedir. Bu makale Gaziantep
Universitesi Go¢ Enstitiisii’ne sunulmak tizere hazirlanmis bir yiiksek lisans tezinden olustu-
rulmustur. Uglincii makale yine Suriye’de yasanan problemlerle ilgili din sosyolojisi alaninda
onemli bir tartismayi ele alarak sosyal dokuyu olusturan temel unsurlar ve bunlarin toplumsal
bitiinlesmeyle iliskisi arastirilmaktadir. Ozgiin bir makale olan bu arastirma, toplumun kiiltiirel
kodlariyla toplumsal biitlinlesme arasindaki alakayi ortaya koymaktadir. Dordiinci arastirmada
ise islam’da inanca dair ihtilaflarda énemli bir rolii bulunan muhkem-miitesabih konusu hadis
ilmi acisindan incelenmektedir. Bu calismada, Karabiik Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii’ne
sunulacak olan doktora calismasindan faydalaniimistir. Besinci ve son makalede ise Kur’an’da
beseri zaaflar tespit edilerek bireysel ve toplumsal gelisime katki sunulmaya ¢alisilmistir. Bu
makale 2020 yilinda Tarablus Universitesi Dirasatii’l-islamiyye Fakiiltesine sunulmus olan yiik-
sek lisans tezinden Uretilmistir.

Bu sayida gorev yapan editor ekibimize, makalelerini yayimlamak igin bizleri tercih eden yazar-

larimiza ve titiz calismalariyla akademiye katkida bulunan hakemlerimize icten tesekkiir eder,
saygilarimi sunarim.

Dog. Dr. Fehmi Sogukoglu
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From the Editor
In the name of Allah, Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim,

As the editorial team of Academic Analysis journal, we are pleased to announce the publi-
cation of our fourth issue, continuing the journey we began in December 2023. In this issue,
as in previous ones, our journal brings together important academic topics for its readers.

The fourth issue features five articles: one in Turkish, one in English, and three in Arabic.
The subjects covered include Sufism, migration, sociology of religion, hadith, and tafsir.

The first article, in the field of Sufism, is titled “The Murid’s Adab Towards the Murshid Ac-
cording to Sheikh ibrahim Halil.” It is derived from a master’s thesis submitted in 2024 to
the Institute of Social Sciences at Necmettin Erbakan University, titled “The Life, Works,
and Sufi Views of ibrahim Halil Sogukoglu, One of the Contemporary Nagshbandi Shaykhs.”
Thesecondarticleexaminestherecent problemsin Syriafrom a migration perspective. Itis based
on a master’s thesis prepared for submission to the Migration Institute at Gaziantep University.
ThethirdarticlealsoaddressestheissuesinSyria,focusingonamajordebateinthesociologyofreligi-
on.ltexploresthecoreelementsthatformthesocialfabricandtheirrelationshipwithsocialintegra-
tion.Thisoriginalstudyhighlightsthelinkbetweenasociety’sculturalcodesanditssocialcohesion.
The fourth study deals with the subject of muhkam and mutashabih—which play a significant
role in theological disputes within Islam—from the perspective of hadith studies. It draws on a
doctoral dissertation to be submitted to the Institute of Social Sciences at Karablik University.
The fifth and final article identifies human weaknesses as presented in the Qur’an and seeks
to contribute to individual and societal development. This study is based on a master’s thesis
submitted in 2020 to the Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies at the University of Tripoli.

| extend my sincere gratitude and respect to our editorial team, to the authors who chose to

publish with us, and to the reviewers who contributed to academia through their meticulous
efforts.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Fehmi Sogukoglu
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Oz

Bu calismada, son dénem Naksi tarikati seyhlerinden ibrahim Halil Efendi'nin tasavvuf anlayisinda miirid-
mirsid iligkisinin temel dinamikleri incelenmistir. Tasavvuf geleneginde, mirid ve mirsid arasindaki bag,
manevi gelisim ve ruhsal yolculuk agisindan biiyiik &nem tasimaktadir. ibrahim Halil Efendi’ye gore bu iliski,
salt bir 6gretici-6grenci iliskisi olmayip ayni zamanda teslimiyet, manevi rehberlik ve ahlaki olgunlasmayi
iceren dinamik bir slrectir. Mursid, miridini hem dis hem de i¢sel diinyasinda donisiime tabi tutarak
hakikate ulasmasini saglar. Bu baglamda calismamiz, miridin manevi egitim silirecinde miursidine karsl
gdstermesi gereken edep kurallari, tasavvufi literatiir ve Seyh ibrahim Halil'in eserleri cercevesinde analiz
edilmistir. Mrsidin, muridin ruhsal tekdmuliindeki rehberlik roll, ayetler, hadisler ve tasavvufi yorumlarla
desteklenerek ortaya konulmustur. Ayrica, tam teslimiyetin seyr U silk yolculugunun vazgecilmez bir unsuru
oldugu vurgulanarak, miridin irsad strecindeki konumu degerlendirilmistir. Bu baglamda, insan-i1 kamil olan
mirsidin, miridin ruhani gelisimindeki belirleyici etkisi teorik ve pratik agilardan ele alinmistir. Calisma,
mirside gosterilen edebin, tasavvufi yolculugun basariya ulasmasindaki islevini ortaya koymayi
amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tasavvuf, Miirsid, Miirid, Edep, Seyr U sildk, insan-1 kdmil, Seyh ibrahim Halil.
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Fatma Goksu Sandikli

The Murid’s Adab Towards the Murshid According to Sheikh ibrahim Halil

Fatma Goksu Sandikli | 0000-0002-6767-2456 | fatmagoksusan79@gmail.com
Teacher, Ministry of National Education, Konya, Turkey

Abstract

This study examines the core dynamics of the relationship between the disciple (murid) and the spiritual guide
(murshid) within the Safi understanding of Sheikh ibrahim Halil, one of the prominent contemporary Nakshbandi
sheikhs. In the tradition of SUfism, the bond between the murid and the murshid is of great importance for spiritual
development and the soul’s journey towards the truth. According to Sheikh ibrahim Halil, this relationship is not
merely a teacher-student interaction but a dynamic process that includes submission, spiritual guidance, and
moral maturation. The murshid facilitates the murid's journey towards truth by guiding them through both
external and internal transformation.

In this context, the study analyzes the rules of etiquette (adab) that a murid must observe during their spiritual
training under the guidance of their murshid, as well as the concepts of Sifi literature and the works of Sheikh
Ibrahim Halil himself. The murshid's role as a spiritual guide in the murid's process of spiritual ascension is
supported by references from the Qur’an, hadiths, and Stfi commentaries. Furthermore, the study emphasizes
that complete submission is an essential component of the Sifi path, or sullk, and evaluates the murid’s position
within the guidance process. In this framework, the study investigates how the perfect human, al-insan al-kamil
(the ideal spiritual guide) plays a defining role in the murid’s spiritual development, both from theoretical and
practical perspectives. The purpose of this study is to highlight the function of the etiquette observed towards the
murshid in ensuring the success of the Sifi journey.

The relationship between the murid and the murshid is central to the Sufi tradition and can be viewed as the
cornerstone of spiritual education. In this bond, the murshid’s role goes beyond that of simply transmitting
knowledge; rather, the murshid’s guidance extends to helping the murid achieve a deep transformation of their
inner self. Sheikh ibrahim Halil’s SGfi views suggest that this relationship is a transformative process that allows
the murid to transcend the material and engage in a profound journey of self-discovery and spiritual elevation.
This is more than just an intellectual learning process; it is a holistic experience that engages both the inner and
outer aspects of the murid’s being.

One of the key elements of this relationship is the concept of adab (etiquette). The murid’s adherence to proper
etiquette with the murshid is not limited to physical respect but extends to the internalization of the murshid’s
spiritual teachings. The murid must show patience, humility, and reverence, understanding that the murshid is
guiding them toward higher spiritual truths. Through the process of sullk, or spiritual journey, the murid embarks
on a path of transformation that requires both external discipline and inner purification.

Sheikh ibrahim Halil stresses the importance of the murshid's role in guiding the murid’s spiritual progress. The
murshid’s guidance is not merely instructive; it is a holistic process that involves both intellectual and spiritual
nourishment. The murshid assists the murid in recognizing their inner potential and provides the tools necessary
for spiritual advancement. This relationship is often characterized by the murid’s complete submission to the
murshid’s guidance, which is seen as an essential step in the sulik process. Without this total submission, the
murid’s spiritual journey would lack direction, and the depth of the transformation required for spiritual progress
would not be attained.

The concept of the al-insan al-kamil (the perfect human) also plays a critical role in this relationship. The al-insan
al-kamil is the spiritual archetype of the murshid, embodying the highest level of spiritual maturity and serving as
the ideal model for the murid. The murshid, as the al-insan al-kamil, has achieved a level of spiritual perfection
that allows them to guide the murid through the complexities of their inner world and lead them to the divine
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truth. This process involves not just the acquisition of knowledge but the purification of the soul, the renunciation
of ego, and the cultivation of virtues such as patience, humility, and love.

In the SUfi tradition, the journey of sullik is seen as an ongoing process of purification and spiritual awakening. The
murid’s progress along this path is facilitated by the murshid, whose spiritual insight provides the necessary
direction for the murid’s journey. The murid, in turn, must maintain a strong commitment to the teachings of the
murshid, following the guidance of the spiritual mentor while also remaining faithful to their own inner calling.
This dynamic process is one of mutual respect and trust, where the murid’s progress depends not only on their
own efforts but also on the wisdom and guidance of the murshid.

The concept of complete submission is emphasized throughout this study as a central tenet of the Sufi path.
Submission to the murshid is not a passive act but one that requires active engagement and devotion. It is only
through this full surrender to the murshid’s guidance that the murid can experience true spiritual growth. The
process of sullk is not merely about learning religious knowledge but involves the transformation of the heart and
soul, which leads to a deeper understanding of the divine.

This study concludes that the relationship between the murid and the murshid, as seen through the lens of Sheikh
ibrahim Halil’s SGfi teachings, is fundamental to the success of the spiritual journey. The murshid’s role as a guide
and mentor is essential for the murid’s spiritual growth, and the etiquette displayed towards the murshid plays a
crucial part in ensuring the success of the Sufi path. By adhering to proper etiquette and submitting fully to the
guidance of the murshid, the murid embarks on a transformative journey toward spiritual enlightenment and
divine closeness.

Keywords: Siifism, Murshid, Murid, Adab, Sulik, Insan al-Kamil, Sheikh ibrahim Halil.

Goksu Sandikli, Fatma. “The Murid’s Adab Towards the Murshid According to Sheikh

Citation i - him Halil”. Academic Analysis 4 (April 2025), 1-21.
Date of Submission 21/03/2025
Date of Acceptance 18/04/2025
Date of Publication 30/04/2025

Article Type
Peer-Review

Ethical Statement

Plagiarism Checks
Conflicts of Interest

Complaints

Grant Support

Copyright & License

Research Article

Double anonymized- Two External

It is declared that scientific and ethical principles have been followed while carrying
out and writing this study and that all the sources used have been properly cited. This
article is based on the master’s thesis entitled 'The Life, Works, and Sufi Thought of
ibrahim Halil Sogukoglu, One of the Prominent Contemporary Nagshbandi Shaykhs',
submitted to the Institute of Social Sciences at Necmettin Erbakan University in 2024.
Yes- Turnitin

akademikanalizdergisi@gmail.com

The author(s) has no conflict of interest to declare.

The author(s) acknowledge that they received no external funding in support of
this research.

Authors publishing with the journal retain the copyright to their work licensed
under the CC BY-NC 4.0

Akademik Analiz 4 (2025)
3



Fatma Goksu Sandikli

Giris

Tasavvuf, tarih boyunca islam diinyasinda insanin hakikate yénlendiren manevi diinyasini insa eden,
derin manevi Ogretiler iceren bir disiplin olarak 6nemli bir yere sahip olmustur. Bu baglamda
Naksbendiyye tarikati, manevi egitim anlayisi, ahlaki ilkeleri ve murid-mdursid iliskisine verdigi
onemle dikkat ceken bir ekoldir. Makalede bu ekoliin yetistirdigi son donem sahsiyetlerden birisi

olan Seyh ibrahim Halil'in® (1900-1952) edeb anlayisi incelenecektir.

Miicahit bir sff olan Seyh ibrahim Halil, yedi adet ilmi eser mirasi birakmistir. Bu eserlerinde tasavvuf
adabina dair bahisler de bulunmaktadir. Hakkinda iki adet yiiksek lisans ¢alismasi® ve cesitli makale
ve bildiriler bulunmaktadir.? Bu calismalarda hayati ve cesitli gorisleri hakkinda bilgiler yer almakla
birlikte onun tasavvuf adabi 6zel olarak incelenmemistir. Bu baglamda makalenin 6zgiin oldugu

kaydedilebilir.

Seyh ibrahim Halil'in anlayisinda, miirsid sadece bir 6gretmen degil, ayni zamanda miiridin manevi
yolculugunda ona rehberlik eden, yol gosteren ve ruhani tekamuliine katki saglayan bir figlirdir. Bu
inceleme, tasavvufi egitimdeki bu 6zel iligkinin Seyh ibrahim Halil’in diisiince diinyasindaki yerini ve

bu iliskinin birey Gzerindeki etkilerini daha iyi anlamayi amacglamaktadir.

Seyh ibrahim Halil, eserlerinde mirid-miirsid iliskisini agirlhkl olarak 4dab cercevesinde islemistir.
Hilasati’l-adab fi reddi’s-serdb isimli eseri tamamen mdiridin uymasi gereken edep kurallarini
anlatmaktadir. Eser, Seyh ibrahim Halil'in hayatta iken basilan tek kitabi olmasi nedeniyle onun,

mduridlerinin egitiminde edebe ne derece 6nem verdigini gdstermektedir.

Bu eserde, miridlerin (taliblerin) mursidine karsi gostermesi gereken edepler ve uyulmasi gereken
adab kurallari yer yer detaylandirilarak ele alinmistir. Bu adab kurallari, tasavvuf geleneginde dnemli
bir yer tutar ve mirid-mursid iliskisinin saglkli ve dogru bir sekilde surdirilmesi igin oldukga
onemlidir. Genel olarak, miridlerin mirsidine karsi gosterdigi edepler arasinda saygi, itaat, sabir,
tevazu ve samimiyet gibi nitelikler 6n plandadir. Mirid, seyhine karsi icten bir sevgi ve bagllik

gostermeli, onun nasihatlerine ve rehberligine deger vermelidir. Mirid-mursid iliskisi, insanin

1 ibrahim Halil Efendi’nin hayati hakkinda gesitli akademik galismalar yapildigi icin makalede bu bilgiler tekrar

edilmemistir. Bkz. Fehmi Sogukoglu, "Sogukoglu, ibrahim Halil", TDV isldm Ansiklopedisi (Ankara: TDV islam
Arastirmalari Merkezi, 2019), EK 2 / 518-519.
Fehmi Sogukoglu, ibrahim Halil Efendi'nin Hayati ve itikadi Gériisleri Sakarya Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi,
Yiiksek Lisans, 2011); Fatma Goksu Sandikli, Son Dénem Naksi Seyhlerinden ibrahim Halil Sogukoglu'nun Hayati
Eserleri ve Tasavvufi Goriisleri Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Yiiksek Lisans, 2024).
Fehmi Sogukoglu, "ibrahim Halil Efendi’nin Gaziantep/islahiye’deki Dini Hayata Katkisi", Gaziantep'te Dini Hayat,
ed. Erol Erkan vd. (Gaziantep: Gazi Kiltiir A.S., 2017); Fehmi Sogukoglu, "ibrahim Halil Efendi ve Miirit Haraketinin
Milli Miicadeleye Katkisi", Giiney Bélgesi Milli Miicadele Sempozyumu, (Ankara: Atatlirk Arastirma Merkezi, 2016).
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hakikate ulasma yolunda rehberligin ve uyumun vazgecilmez bir unsuru olarak ele alinmaktadir. Bu

iliski, mUridin manevi gelisimi ve olgunlagmasi igin temel bir rol oynamaktadir.

Makalede, miiridin miirsidine karsi sorumluluklari Seyh ibrahim Halil'in manzumelerinden ve ilk
donem tasavvuf klasiklerinden yapilan alintilarla aciklanacaktir. Onun mirid yerine “talib” kavramini
kullanmay! tercih ettigi gortilmektedir. Bu tercihinde muridlik makaminin Gstiin bir makam olmasinin
etkili oldugu duslinilmektedir. Seyr G silGkun baslangicindaki kisi ancak talep edendir. Biz de

alismamizda onun bu tercihine uygun olarak mirid yerine “talib” kavramini kullanacagiz.
Y Y

Tasavvuf geleneginde, taliblerin mirsidlerinden en yiiksek derecede fayda saglayabilmeleriicin edep
kurallarina siki sikiya bagh kalmalari 6nemli gérilmistir. Sfiler arasinda, tasavvuf yoluna giren bir

talibin ilk 6grenmesi gereken seyin edep oldugu konusunda ittifak oldugu séylenebilir.

1. Miirsidi Ziyaret Adabi

Miursidi ziyaret sirasinda gosterilmesi gereken edep, talibin manevi gelisimi agisindan biiyiik 6nem
tasir. Zira tasavvuf yolunda, usule riayet etmeyen bir dervisin hakikate ulasamayacagi kabul
edilmektedir. Bu c¢ercevede mirside karsi takinilacak edepli tavir, talibin hem dis diinyadaki

davranislarini hem de i¢sel olgunlugunu yansitan temel bir olgldr.

Mirside karsi gosterilmesi gereken edep, ashab ve Hz. Peygamber arasindaki edeple
bagdastirlmistir. Sifiler tasavvufa ait pek ¢ok konuda Hz. Muhammed ile sahabe arasindaki
muameleyi 6rnek almislardir. Bu slfilerden birisi olan Suhreverdi (6.632/1234), sahabenin Hz.
Peygamber huzurunda gosterdigi edep gibi miridin de seyhiyle beraberken uymasi gereken
edeplerin bulundugunu, bu edep ve erkadna riayetin sdfiler icin en 6nemli meselelerden biri oldugunu
beyan etmistir.* Edebe riayet eden kimse mirsidinden feyiz ve bereket alir. Sihreverdi miracta Allah
Resuli’niin géziinin hicbir yere kaymamasini® huzurda edebin nasil olmasi gerektigine misal

getirmistir.®

Tasavvuf anlayisinda, miirsidi ziyaretin adabi detayli bicimde agiklanmis; bu ziyaretin, hem maddi
hem de manevi temizlik igcinde gergeklestiriimesi gerektigi temel bir ilke olarak benimsenmistir. Seyh
ibrahim Halil, “Azize karin olan aziz olur.” diisturuyla mirsidin huzurunda bulunmayi biiyiik bir nimet

olarak degerlendirmis ve mirsidi ziyarete iliskin uyulmasi gereken kurallara dikkat ¢ekmistir. Buna

4 EbQ Hafs Sihabiiddin Omer Sithreverdi, Avdrifii’l-meérif Tasavvufun Esaslari, haz. Hasan Kamil Yilmaz, irfan Giindiiz
(Vefa Yayincilik, 1990), 504.
> Diyanet isleri Baskanhgi, Kur’an Yolu (DiB Yayinlari, Ankara: 2009) en-Necm 53/17.
6 Sihreverdi, Avérifii’l-medrif, 349.
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gore mirside karsi edep, ziyarete gitmeden once niyet etmekle baslar. Talib mirsidi ziyarete
gitmeden 6nce tiim glinahlari igin kalpten tevbe eder; ardindan gusiil abdesti alarak zahiri temizligini
tamamlar.” iki rekdt namaz kilip dua eder. Sonrasinda cesitli zikirler esliginde mirsidin huzuruna
edeple varir. Ziyaret edilecek mursid, ahirete irtihal etmis olsa dahi, edep kaidelerinde bir degisiklik
olmaz. Kabrin ayak ucunda durup selam verilir. Bir sire gozler kapal sekilde beklenip mirsidin
ruhaniyetinden feyz talep edilir. Ardindan Kur‘an-i Kerim tilavet edilir. Ziyaret, kabre arka

dénilmeden edeple nihayete erdirilir.®

Seyh ibrahim Halil, hayatta olan bir miirsidi ziyaret sirasinda, ziyaret tamamlanincaya kadar
edebe riayet edilmesi gerektigini ifade eder. Ona gbére mirsidin huzurunda edebe uygun
davranilmamasi, muirsidin nazarindan dismeye sebep olur. Hakikat ehli de insan-1 kamilin nazarindan

diismenin yedi kat gékten diismekten daha fena oldugunu dile getirmistir.®

Eger salik huzura kabul edilmezse bunda bir hayir oldugunu diisiinerek geri donmelidir. Tevbe istigfar
edip bir hafta sonra tekrar miisaade istemelidir.’° Seyh kabul etmedi diye tamamen vazgecip gitmek
dogru bir tutum degildir. Zira mdrsid, talibin hallerini anlamak icin onu farkli sekillerde imtihan

edebilmektedir.1!

Mirsidi ziyaret, yalnizca onun manevi huzuruna varmak niyetiyle gergeklestirilmesi gereken
ulvi bir amel olmahdir. Bu yolda, mirsidin disinda herhangi bir yere yonelmek yahut baska bir
maksada tevessiil etmek, himmetten mahrumiyete sebebiyet vermektedir. Miirsidin yanina giderken

mutlaka abdestli olmak gereklidir.12

“Huy huydan calar” s6zii mucibince miirsidin yanina edepten nasibini almamis bir arkadasla
gidilmez. Huzurda malayani bir s6z sdylemek, Allah dostlarina kili¢ vurmaktan daha fena mesabede
gorilmis ve bu durumun talibin helakine sebep olacagi ifade edilmistir. Seyhin yaninda mimkin

oldugunca az konusmali gerekmedikce hi¢ konusulmamalidir. Clinkii insanin helaki dilindendir.*3

Kuseyri, Gstadi Ali Dekkak’in huzuruna oruglu ve gusil almis sekilde gittigini ifade etmistir. Ali Dekkak’in da kendi
seyhi olan Nasrabazi’nin huzuruna ¢ikmadan once gusiil abdesti aldigini ve ruh temizligi kadar beden temizligine de
riayet ettigini beyan etmistir.” Ebu’l-Kasim Abdiilkerim Kuseyri, er-Riséle, haz. Siileyman Uludag, (Dergah Yayinlari,
2003), 481.
8 brahim Halil Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Gdéb fi reddi’s-serdb, (istanbul: istikamet Yayinlari,1987), 52.
9 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 50.
10 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 53.
1 jzzeddin Kasani, Misbdhu’l-Hiddye ve Miftéhu’l-Kifdye, cev. Hakki Uygur, (istanbul: Kurtuba, 2010), 217.
12 sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 53.
13 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 54.
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Allah Resulu bir hadisinde “Kul dilini koruyuncaya kadar Rabbinden layikiyla korkmus sayilmaz.” 4
buyurmustur. Bu konuda safiler, “Stikat alimin stsu cahilin értistdir.”*> demiglerdir.

Kim isterse selamet dii-cihdn eyler stikiit

Bak almissin agzina ger ister isen 6giit. '

Seyh ibrahim Halil, ehl-i kemale yakin olmanin ¢ok yénlii faydalarina isaret etmekle birlikte, bu
yakinligin beraberinde getirebilecegi edep zaafiyetine karsi da dikkatli olunmasi gerektigini
vurgulamistir. Bu baglamda, sifi gelenegin kokll deyislerinden biri olan “kurb-i sultdn nér-1 sGzdn”
sozunil hatirlatarak, manevi otoriteyle olan miinasebetin ayni zamanda yiiksek bir sorumluluk ve

hassasiyet gerektirdigine dikkat ¢cekmistir.

Miuridin mursidiyle olan tesrik-i mesaisinin artmasi, zamanla bir igli dislilik hissi olusturabilir; bu
durum ise miridin edep ¢izgisinden uzaklasmasina ve manevi terbiyede gevseklige diismesine zemin
hazirlayabilir. Mevlana Celadleddin-i RUmi’nin, “Gergi padisah seninle beraber oturur; lakin sen

nefsini tani, haddini bil de edeple otur.”?’ ikazi, bu durumu izah eder mahiyettedir.

Seyh ibrahim Halil’e gore, huzurda sergilenecek her davranis, manevi terbiyenin bir tezahiirii olarak
degerlendirilmelidir. Bu minvalde; huzurda géz yummak, enaniyetin bir yansimasi; seyhin yizlne
dogrudan bakmak, su-i zannin bir emaresi; uyuklamak ise gafletin acik bir tezahliri olarak
gorltlmektedir. Ayrica huzur meclisinde: saga sola bakmak, serbest bir bicimde oturmak, tesbih
cekmek, nafile namaz kilmak, saate bakmak, zikir meclisi degilse sallanmak, etrafla konusmak, emir
alinmaksizin bir hizmete yonelmek, baska bir kisiye asiri hiirmet gostermek gibi davranislar uygun

gortilmemektedir.

Yine ayni sekilde, huzurda herhangi bir sahsi 6vmek ya da kétilemek, emir alinmadan bir kusuru
dizeltmeye tesebbis etmek, tasavvufi edep cercevesinde hilaf-1 edep sayilmaktadir. Miridin
huzurda bir saatten fazla kalmamasi tavsiye edilmekte; ancak seyhin agik bir emri bulunmasi
durumunda “Emir edepten Ustlindur” ilkesi geregince, bu emre mutabik bir sekilde hareket edilmesi

gerektigi belirtiimektedir.'®

¥ Ebi’l-Kasim Miisnidi’d-diinya Silleyman b. Ahmed b. Eyy(b et-Taberani, el-Mu ‘cemii’s-sagir, thk. Tevfik b. Abdullah
b. Mes’ud El-hac Ez-zentani, (Beyrut: el-Mektebii’l-islami, 1985), c.2; Eb( Talib el-Mekki, Kdtii’l Kulib, cev.
Muharrem Tan, (istanbul: iz Yayincilik, 1999.), 1, 328.

15 Mekki, Kati’l Kuldib, 1/ 331.

16 Sogukoglu ibrahim Halil Sogukoglu, Divan-1 Kenzii’s-siimds, gev. transkripsiyon. Siileyman Goéksu, haz. Mehmet Davut
Goksu, (istanbul: Baser Matbaacilik, 2001), 92.

17" Mevlana Celaleddin ROmi, Mesnevi, haz. Firdevs Tunali, (Ankara: Panama Yayincilik, ts.), 170.

18 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 58, 63, 64.
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Empr-i miirsid tamam adabi ref eyler siiliik icre
Kil emre inkiyadi ki melik ol ta miiliik icre. *°

Tasavvuf adabinda mirsidin emirleri, siradan bir kimsenin talimatlari gibi degerlendirilmez. Seyh
ibrahim Halil, manzumen bu hususu izah ederken, miirsidin kemal-i himmetle diledigi takdirde
muridine bin yillik bir manevi mesafeyi bir nefeste kat ettirebilecegini ifade etmektedir. Bu sebeple,

mursid tarafindan verilen bir emir karsisinda salik, gecikmeksizin ve tereddiitsiiz bir sekilde itaate

yonelmelidir. Bu anlayis, seyhin manzum ifadelerinde de yer almaktadir.

Tasavvufi terbiyede, huzurda bulunmanin sireklilik arz eden bir edep dairesinde cereyan etmesi
zaruridir. Seyh her ne kadar zaman zaman miridinin daha rahat bir tutum sergilemesine izin verse
de, bu durum istisna cgergevesinde degerlendiriimelidir. Murid, bu gegici misamahayi yanls
anlamlandirmamali; kisa sireli bir ruhsattan sonra derhal edep dairesine geri donmelidir. Zira
tasavvuf geleneginde edep, siireklilik arz eden bir erdemdir ve himmetin celbi icin asli bir sarttir. Ote
yandan, mursidin sozleri hakkinda “Acaba?” veya “Neden boyle soyledi?” gibi sorgulamalar, zéhirde
ifade edilmese dahi, kalben bile olsa teslimiyetle bagdasmaz. Bu tlr teredditler, salikin kalbinde
manevi bir perde olusmasina ve istifadesinin azalmasina sebebiyet verebilir. Bu nedenle, miirside

yonelik teslimiyetin sadece zahiriyle degil, batiniyla da tahakkuk etmesi zaruridir.2°

ilk ddnem safilerinden Siihreverdi, seyhin huzurunda bulunmanin nasil olmasi gerektigini veciz bir
sekilde ifade etmistir. Ona gore, miridin seyhin huzurundaki hali, deniz kenarinda durarak Allah’in
kendisine verecegi rizkin sahile vurmasini bekleyen kimseye benzer. Talib, seyhten gelecek manevi
feyzi tam bir dikkat ve teslimiyetle beklenmelidir. Eger mirid, mirsidinin sozleri yerine kendi
gorislerine yonelir ya da dikkati baska bir noktaya kayarsa, bu durum mirsidinden uzaklasmasina

neden olur. Bdylece feyz alma makamindan uzaklasip, nefsine pay ¢ikarma makamina diser. 2!
Seyh ibrahim Halil dért sey icin miirsidin kapisina gidilmeyi uygun gérmemistir:
1- Diinyevi bir is talep etmek ya da diinyevi bir menfaate seyhin vesile olmasini istemek.

2- Herhangi bir kimse ile mirsid arasinda veya kendisi igin diinyevi menfaat, iltimas igin tavassut

ile ricada bulunmak.

3- Mirsidin niifuzunu kullanarak evlilik talebinde bulunmak.

19 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 57.
20 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 58.
2L Sihreverdi, Avérifii’l-medrif, 506.
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4- Miirsidin huzuruna kabul etmedigi kisi icin af talebinde bulunup, éziir beyan etmek.??

Her amelde oldugu gibi mirsidin ziyaret edilmesini kiymetli yapan sey de niyettir. Dlinyevi bir arzuyu
gerceklestirmek amaciyla mirsidin huzuruna ¢ikmak, tasavvuf adabina aykiridir. Bazi mutasavviflar
kalpten arzuyu cikarmak, ziyaretten azami fayda elde edebilmek icin ziyarete gitmeden 6nce “Ey
iman edenler! Peygamberle ézel gériisme yapmak istediginiz zaman, bu gériismenizden dnce bir

sadaka verin.” %

ayetine vurgu yaparak sadaka verilmesini tavsiye etmislerdir. Yine sifiler, Hz.
Musa’ya kutsal vadiye girerken yapilan “Ayakkabilarini ¢cikar!”?* hitabini “Allah’in huzurunda tim
dinyaliklarindan arin.” seklinde tefsir ettikleri gibi seyhin huzurunda da diinya ve ahiret kaygisini
birakmak, masivadan uzaklasmak gerekir seklinde yorumlamislardir.?> Seyh ibrahim Halil bu durumu
asagidaki beyitle 6zetlemistir.

Kiyds-1 na’leyn ile asda-yu istidlali

Komayan niir bulur mu geliib Tir-i Sind’dan >
Anlagilan odur ki; mirsidin huzuruna diinyevi bir menfaat temin etmek ya da velayet, keramet gibi

manevi makamlara nail olmak amaciyla gidilmez. Mrside intisab, yalnizca Allah rizasi gozetilerek

yapilmalidir.

Eger mirside hediye takdim edilmek istenirse, bu hediyenin seyhin hizmetinde bulunan kisiye teslim
edilmesi uygundur. Sayet hizmetinde kimse yoksa, hediyenin postunun altina konulmasi, yahut
gizlice verilmesi edebe mugayir gorilmustir. Hediye seyhin huzurunda, agik bir sekilde takdim
edilmelidir. Mirsid bu hediyeyi kabul ettigi takdirde, miirid bunu yalnizca bir vesile addetmeli ve bu
[Gtuf icin Cenab-1 Hakk’a hamd etmelidir. Eger hediye kabul etmezse, bunda bir hikmet olduguna
inanilmali ve israrci bir tutum sergilememelidir.?’ Miellif ayrica eserinde seyhe ve ailesine

gosterilmesi gereken edepleri ayrintili sekilde izah etmistir.?®

Ozetle, tasavvuf kitaplarinda miihim bir mevzu olan miirsidi ziyaret 4dabi, talibin her yéniiyle dikkat
etmesi gereken bir husustur. Bu adab, yalnizca zahiri davranislari degil, ayni zamanda batini halleri
de kapsamaktadir. Mirsidin huzuruna ¢ikmadan 6nce hem beden hem de kalp temizlenmeli; arzu,

heva ve nefsaniisteklerden arindirilmis bir kalple mirsidin manevi atmosferine girilmelidir. Ziyaretin

2 sopukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Addb, 54.
3 el-Micadele 58/12.
24 et-TAh3 20/13.
2 Sihreverdi, Avérifii’l-medrif, 518.
26 Sogukoglu, Kenzii’s-siimds, 432.
27 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 59.
28 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 59.
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yegane gayesi, dinyevi beklentilerden tamamen siyrilarak Allah Tedla’nin rnizasini talep etmek

olmalidir.

Miursidin huzurunda bulunma hali, tasavvufun temel ilkeleri olan edep, ihlas ve teslimiyet
cercevesinde sekillenmelidir. Bu baglamda, “Blylklerin huzuruna edeple gelen, litufla ayrihr”
seklindeki irfani s6z, salikin mursidi karsisinda takinmasi gereken tavri veciz bir sekilde ifade
etmektedir. Zira mirsidin nazari, yalnizca disa yansiyan halleri degil, kalpte gizlenen niyet ve
maksatlari da kusatir. Dolayisiyla salik, mursid ile olan irtibatinda her daim dikkatli, 6l¢ili ve edepli
bir tutum icerisinde olmalidir. Bu tavir, salikin manevi tekamuliinde bir vesile-i rahmet oldugu gibi,

mirsidin himmet ve feyzinden azami derecede istifadeyi de mimkdn kilar.

2. Miirsidle Sohbetin Adabi

Sohbet kelimesi arkadaslik etmek, karsilikli konusmak, bir arada bulunmak, dost anlamlarina
gelmektedir.?’ Sahabi kelimesi de sohbet kdkiinden tiiretilmistir. Peygamber Efendimiz, ashabini
sohbetle terbiye etmis ve onlari bu yolla yetistirmis, bu nedenle sahabinin baska bir tGnvanla
anilmalarina ihtiyag duyulmamistir. Sahabe nail oldugu her tirli seref ve fazilete Allah Resuli’niin
sohbeti sayesinde ulasmistir.3° Hz. Peygamberin, sahabeyi sohbet yoluyla yetistirmesi, tasavvufta

vazgecilmez bir egitim metodu olarak kabul edilmistir.3!

Tasavvufi terbiyede “sohbet” ve “hizmet”, salikin manevi tekdmiil stirecinde dnemli iki temel unsuru
teskil eder. Sohbet, sadece sozIi bir iletisim bicimi degil; miirsid-i kdmilin manevi himmetinin miiride
yansimasina vesile olan bir hal aktarimidir. Bu ydniyle sohbet, kalpten kalbe akan bir nur
mahiyetindedir. Mirsidin nazarina ve himmetine mazhar olan miirid, onun rehberliginde nefs
terbiyesi, kalp tasfiyesi ve ruh tezkiyesi yolunda ilerleme imkani bulur. Bu baglamda, sohbetin

yalnizca bir 6gretme yontemi degil, ayni zamanda bir "irsad ortami" oldugu séylenebilir.

Allah dostlari, asirlardir sohbet meclislerini manevi feyzin ve ruht uyanisin en gliclii zeminlerinden
biri olarak gormuslerdir. Nitekim Naksbendiyye tarikatinin kurucusu Bahaeddin Naksbend (k.s.),
“Tarik-i ma der sohbet est” (Bizim yolumuz sohbet yoludur) soziiyle bu anlayisin esasini veciz bir
sekilde ifade etmistir. Bu dustur, Naksbendi geleneginde sohbetin yalnizca bilgi aligverisi degil, bir hal

ve yonelis bicimi oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.3? Kur’an-1 Kerim’deki, “Ey iman edenler Allah’tan

29 Mustafa Rasim Efendi, Tasavvuf S6zIiigii, (insan Yayinlari, 2013), 577.

Ebu Nasr Serrac, Tasi, el-Liima’ islam Tasavvufu, gev. H. KAmil Yilmaz (istanbul: Altinoluk, 1996), 22, 507.
Abdurrezzak Kasani, Tasavvuf S6zliigii, cev. Ekrem Demirli, (istanbul: iz Yayincilik, 2004), 577.
Hiseyin b. Ali el-Kasifi, Resehdtu ayni’l-haydt fi mendkibi mesdyihi’t-tarikati’n-Naksbendiyye ve addabihimi’n-
nebeviyye ve esrdrihimi’r-Rabbdniyye, (Beyrut: Daru’l-Kitibi’l-ilmiyye 2008), 60; Kasani, Tasavvuf S6zIiigii, 576 .
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korkun sadik salihlerle beraber olun.”33

mealindeki ayet-i kerime ise, bu tasavvufi gelenegin ilaht
referansini teskil etmektedir. Sadiklarla beraber olmak, sadece fiziksel bir birliktelik degil; onlarin
ahlaki, edebi ve ihlasi ile hemhal olmayi da icerir. Bu yontiyle sohbet, sGfi gelenegin en 6nemli egitim
yontemlerinden biri olarak asirlar boyunca canliligini korumus, nice saliki kemal derecesine ulastiran

bir vasita olmustur.

Esas egitim metodunun sohbet oldugunu soyleyen ilk donem safilerinden Eb( Bekir Tamestant (6.
340/951); “Allah ile sohbet edin; eger buna glcliniiz yoksa, Allah ile sohbet edenlerle (mursidler)
sohbet edin ki, bunlarin sohbetinin feyiz ve bereketi sizi Allah ile sohbet etme mertebesine

eristirsin”34 diyerek, sohbetin ehemmiyetini vurgulamistir.

Kuseyri sohbet edilecek kisileri G¢ kisma ayirir. Birincisi kendinden (iste olanlarla sohbet; bu
sohbetten ¢ok hizmettir. ikincisi kendinden asagi olanlarla sohbet burada sefkat ve merhamet esastir.
Uglinclisii kendine esit kimselerle yapilan sohbettir; burada isar ve fiitiivvet esastir. Riitbe
bakimindan kendisinden Ustiin kimseyle sohbet eden kimsenin uymasi gerekenler; {ist olan kisiye
itiraz etmemek, ondan zuhur eden seyleri glizel bir sekilde degerlendirmek, hallerini tasdik etmek ve

inanmaktir.3> Kuseyri’nin bahsettigi bu grubun miursid-i kdmiller oldugu aciktir.

Bagka bir siniflandirmada sohbet arkadashigi dort gruba ayrilmistir: Birinci grup, arkadaslik ve sohbeti
ilagc mesabesinde olup, hastaliga gore ilag verenlerdir ki bunlar, mirsidlerdir. Arkadashgi, sohbeti
besin, gida gibi olup, kisinin ruhunu ve maneviyatini besleyen ikinci grup, miimin ve ihvanlardir.
Harami acikca isleyen, farzlari yapmayan fasik ve facirlerin sohbeti mikrop gibidir. Koti aliskanliklari
bulasir, kisiyi hasta eder. inangsiz ve miilhidlerin sohbeti zehirdir, kisinin kalbini 8ldiiriir.3¢ Bu tasnifin
ilk ikisinin sohbeti elzem gorilirken, fasik, facir ve milhidden ise uzak durulmasi kuvvetle telkin

edilmistir.

Talibin, mirsidin sohbet adabina uymasi ve sohbet hakki, tasavvufi 6gretilerde vazgecilmez bir
diistur olarak kabul edilmistir.3” SOff 6gretisine gére, sohbetin 4dabina uygunluk, miiridin sadece
bilgiyi 6grenmesiyle sinirli kalmayip, ayni zamanda mirsidinin kalbinde bir muhabbet meydana
getirmesine yol acar. Bu sevgi ve muhabbet, miridin manevi yolculugunda, kalbinin ilaht rahmetin

nazargahi haline gelmesiyle sonuclanir. Sohbet sirasinda edebe riayet etmek, miridin manevi

33 et-Tevbe 9/119.

34 Ebu’l-Kasim Abdiilkerim Kuseyri, er-Riséle, haz. Sileyman Uludag, (Dergah Yayinlari, 2003), 385.

Kuseyri, er-Risdle, 382.

Ebu Nasr Serrac, Tasi, el-Lima’ islam Tasavvufu, haz. H. KAmil Yilmaz (istanbul: Altinoluk, 1996), 509.

Alib. Osman Ciillabi Hucviri, Kesfu’l-mahcib Hakikat Bilgisi, haz. Siileyman Uludag, (istanbul: Dergah Yayinlari, 1996),
484,

35
36
37
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ogretinin 1sigina daha glicli bir sekilde agilmasini saglar, ¢linkii miridin génli, seyhinin rehberliginde
ilahi feyzi alacak duruma gelir. Bu anlamda, sohbetin adabina uyulmasi, miridin sadece mirsidiyle
degil, ayni zamanda ilahi iradeyle olan iliskisini de gliclendirir. Sohbet adabi, miridin i¢ diinyasinda
manevi bir temizlik ve ruhsal olgunlasma siirecini baglatir, ayni zamanda manevi agiliminin énlni

acarak ruhunun saflasmasina ve Allah’a yakinlasmasina vesile olur.

Bu edebin nasil olmasi gerektigi noktasinda Seyh ibrahim Halil; mirsidin yaninda konusmamanin,
konusmak gerekirse gayet kisik sesle ve tevazuuyla basi 6niinde az konusulmasinin huzurda sohbet
esnasinda gosterilmesi gereken &dabtan oldugunu belirtmistir. Talib, Allah Resuli ile sahabe
arasindaki konusma adabina iliskin ayetin geregine uymali; “Siphesiz, Allah'in Resul’iniin
yaninda (ve giyabinda tevazu ve teslimiyetinden dolayi) seslerini kisip alcak tutanlar (var ya); iste
onlar, Allah’in kalplerini takva(ya ulastirmasi) icin imtihan ettigi kimselerdir. Kesinlikle madfiret ve
biiyiik bir ecir onlar igindir.” 38 ayetinin mazhariyetine ermelidir. Ayette bu konuda sadik olan Hz. Ebu
Bekir gibi davranilmasi gerektigi izah edilmistir.3° Zira Hz. EbQ Bekir’in Allah Resulii ile sohbet ederken

sirdasiyla fisiltili konusan kimse gibi sessiz konustugu rivayet edilmistir.4°

Yine Hucdrat Suresi’nin ikinci ayetinde “Ey inananlar, seslerinizi, Peygamberin sesinden daha (istiin
bir tarzda yiikseltmeyin ve onunla, yiiksek sesle konusmayin, birbirinizle konustugunuz gibi, sonra
yaptiklariniz mahvolup gider de anlamazsiniz bile.”** uyarisi peygamberin adini anarken hiirmet edin
ylceltin anlamindadir. Sifilere gére bu ayet, ayni zamanda miridin seyhine karsi konusma edebini

de gostermektedir.*?

ibn Ataullah (6. 309/922) “seslerinizi yiikseltmeyin” ayet-i kerimesini daha yiiksek bir mevkiye sahip
olanlara karsi hirmetin terk edilmemesi gerektigini isaret eden kesin bir yasaktir, seklinde
yorumlamistir.*® Ebu Bekir Tahir (6. 329/941) ise ayni ayet icin konusmaya dnce siz baslamayin, cevap
verirken de siniri asip fazla konusmayin, der. Zinni{n (6. 245/859) ise korkunun kaygilandirdigini,

hayanin susturdugunu belirmistir.44

Safilerin; seyhin talible arkadasi gibi yakin bir sekilde konusmasinin, talib icin olumlu bir isaret olarak

gorilmedigi, seklindeki goruslerini paylasan miuellif, talibin bu hale aldanip kibre gurura

38 el-Hucurat 49/3.
39 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Addb, 60, 63.
40 Siihreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 352.
41 el-Hucurat 49/2.
42 Sihreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 510.
4 Suhreverdi, Avdrifii’l-meérif; Betiil Girer, ibn Até Tefsiri, (istanbul: H Yayinlari, 2018), 186.
4 Kuseyri, er-Risdle,372; Stihreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 512.
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dusebilecegini ifade etmistir.*> Bu dislinceye paralel olarak Eb( Ali Dekkak (6. 405/1015), “Padisahla

sohbet ederken edebe riayet etmeyenin cehaleti onu 6lime teslim eder.” demistir.*¢

Seyh ibrahim Halil, salikin, seyhin huzurunda dini veya diinyevi bir arzuyu iletmek istediginde
seyhinden izin ¢itkmadan kendisinin soze baslamamasi gerektigini ifade etmistir.%” ilk dénem
sUfflerinden EbG Osman (6. 373/983) “Eger onlar, sen yanlarina gelinceye kadar sabretselerdi

748 3yetini salikin seyhinin huzuruna cikinca acele etmemesi,

kendileri icin daha hayirli olurdu.
beklemesi ve sabretmesi gerektigi noktasindaki edebe 6rnek olarak vermistir.*® Yine ona gére mdrid,
seyhe meramini soyledikten sonra “Cevabi nedir?” gibi sorular sorulmaz sormamalidir. Ayrica riiya
anlatilmak istendiginde de ayni kaide gecerlidir. Seyhi anlatmasini isterse anlatmali, yoksa stikat

etmelidir. Rilya anlatildiktan sonra tabirini istemek de hilaf-1 edep sayilmistir.>°
3. Miirsidle Gériisme Adabi

Tasavvuf adabinda, miridin miursid karsisindaki bakis acisi “vekil asil gibidir” anlayisina
dayanmaktadir. Buna gbére miirid, seyhini Hz. Peygamber’in taht-1 naibinde bilmesi ve dyle itikat
etmesi gerekmektedir. Bu yontiiyle mirsid huzurunda gosterecegi edebi Hz. Peygamber’in huzurunda
gosterilmesi gereken edepten farkli gormemelidir. Clinkl mirsid varis-i Resul oldugundan ona karsi
gosterilecek edebin temsil ettigi ilahi makama olan hiirmetle ayni degerde olmasi bir zarurettir.
Mirsidi bu sekilde konumlandirmasi gereken téalib bitin s6z ve davranislarinda bu hakikati
gozetmelidir. Talib, mirsidinin s6z ve davraniglarini emr-i Resul ve emr-i Hak kabul etmeli ve uygun
bir tutum sergilemelidir. Nefsinin hosuna gitsin ya da gitmesin, mirsidin her emrini de hiisni kabul
ile karsilamali; itirazda bulunmak, sikayet etmek ya da sorgulama gibi davranislardan kaginmahdir.

Bu murside saygi ve baghligin en 6nemli gereklerinden biridir.>!

Seyh ibrahim Halil, talibin tasavvuf 4dabina aykiri davranislar sergilemesi durumunda, miirsidin onu
imtihan amach huzurdan kovabilecegini veya uzaklastirabilecegini ifade eder. Ancak bu durumda
talibin, huzurdan uzaklasmayi kabul etmeyip, her firsatta bu uzakhgl yakinhga donlstirmeye ve
mursidinin huzurunda kalmaya gayret gdstermesi gerektigini vurgular. Talib, higbir sekilde huzurdan

kovulmayi kabul ederek kiskinliik icerisine girmemeli, aksine mirsidinin rehberliginden ayrilmamak

4 sopukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Addb, 59.
4 Kuseyri, er-Risdle, 373.
47 sopukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adab, 60.
48 el-Hucurat 49/5.
4 Sihreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 513.
50 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 82.
51 Sogukoglu, Hulasati’l-Adab, 82.
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icin caba sarf etmelidir. Zira mirsidler, miridlerinin manevi hallerini daha iyi anlayabilmek amaciyla
onlari farkh sekillerde imtihan edebilirler. Seyh ibrahim Halil'in benzetmesiyle, siit emen bir bebegin
annesinden ayrilamadigi gibi, talibin de mursidinin huzurundan ayrilmasi manevi bir yoksunluga yol
agar. Bu durum, talibin ruhsal gelisiminin mirsidiyle olan baginin kopmasi halinde meydana

gelebilecek manevi eksikligi ifade eder.>?

Talib, mirsidine karsi bir ¢cocuk gibi konumlanmis olsa da, bu durum tasavvufi 6gretilerde tarikat
seyhleri, mursidler ve insan-1 kamil olan pirlere "baba" unvaninin verilmesi igin bir gerekge teskil
etmez. Zira tasavvuf edebiyatinda mirsid, Allah'in rahmetinin ve Resdl'lin siinnetinin en milkemmel
bicimde tecelli ettigi bir rehber olarak kabul edilir. Mirsid, Allah ve Resdl’in emirlerinin dogru bir
sekilde tebligcisi olup, ona ydnelik gosterilen saygl ve itaat, "baba" unvani ile sinirh degildir.
Tasavvufun esaslari, mirsidin manevi otoritesini ve bu otoritenin temsil ettigi yiksek mertebeyi

temel alirken, mirsidi "baba" olarak tanimlamak, bu ylice makamin kutsiyetine goélge disurebilir.

Kur’an-1 Kerim bu hakikate, peygamber ile sahabe arasindaki miinasebeti diizenleyici bir beyanla
isaret buyurmaktadir: “Muhammed, sizin erkeklerinizden hicbirinin babasi degildir. Fakat o, Allah'in
Resdlii ve peygamberlerin sonuncusudur. Allah her seyi hakkiyla bilendir”>3 Mdellif, her ne kadar
ayet-i kerimenin nizul sebebinin bu olmasa da ayetin ruhunun bunu da ihtiva ettigini ifade
etmektedir. Bu durumda Allah Resul’line “baba” denilmesi caiz olmadigina gére peygamber varisi
olan insan-1 kamile ve diger zahir alimlere de “baba” denilmeyecektir. Tahrif edilen dinlerden biri
olan Hristiyanlikta Hz. isa’ya, papazlara ve Allah’a “baba” denilmektedir.>* “Yahudiler ve Hristiyanlar:
“Biz Allah’in ogullari ve sevgilileriyiz.” dediler.”>> “Allah onlarin iddia ettiklerinden son derece uzak,
cok yiice ve pek biiyiik bir yiikseklikle yiiksektir.”>® ayetleriyle bu yanlis goérdiugi tasavvuru

reddetmektedir.

Ote yandan Alevi-Bektasi geleneginde tarikat pirlerine ve 6nderlerine “baba” ve “dede” gibi unvanlar
kullanildigi bilinmektedir. Tasavvuftaki mrid ile mirsid miinasebetinde miridin manevi dogumunun
mirsid eliyle gerceklesmesi hasebiyle her mirsid kendi miuridinin manevi babasi olarak
konumlandiriimistir. Seyh ibrahim Halil, seyr 4 siilkte batint yénden varligi kabul edilen bu durumun
zahiren dillendirilmesini tarikat adabina uygun géormemistir. Muellif, talibin seyr U siilGkiinde kabul

edilen bu durumu manzumen soyle dile getirmistir:

52 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Addb, 82.
53 el-Ahzab 33/40.
54 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéab, 84.
%> el-Maide 5/18.
56 el-isra 17/43.
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Eb-i miisfik gibiyem dlemde kadrim kim bilir

Her giine ‘id olmusam her sebbi kadrim kim bilir.”’
Bu beyitte miuellif, mana aleminde sefkatli bir baba hiviyetine burindigini, ancak bu yiksek
degerinin yalnizca ehli tarafindan bilinecegini ifade eder. Her glini bayram hiikmiinde olan ve kadri

yuksek gecelerine dair sirrin, zahir ehli tarafindan tam olarak anlasiimadigini vurgular.

4. Yolculuk Adabi

Tasavvuf klasiklerinde sefer adabi basligi altinda miridin yolculuk adabina genisge yer verilmistir.
Cunkl sefer tasavvufta bir egitim metodudur. Seyahat etmek Hz. Muhammed’in siinnetlerindendir
ve “seyahat edin sihhat bulun”®® gibi pek ¢ok hadiste seyahat etmek tavsiye edilmistir. ilk dénem
stfilerinden Bisr el-Hafi (6. 227/841) “Seyahat ediniz ki tertemiz olasiniz. Su bile bir yerde kaldiginda
kokusu, rengi, tadi bozulur.” diyerek seferi tavsiye etmekle kalmayip bir zaruret ve lizum olarak

telakki etmistir.>°

Ancak bu yolculugun gezmek, memleket gérmek ya da rizik temini gibi dinyevi maksatlarla yapilmasi
sOff adabina uygun gorilmemistir. Dervigler hac, cihat, sila-i rahim, ilim tahsili, seyhlerle gorismek,
miubarek yerleri ziyaret, tefekkiir edip ibret almak, insanlardan ragbet gérmemek icin unutulmaysi,
gozden uzak olmayi tercih etmek, nefsin hile ve tuzaklarini ortaya c¢ikarmak, hosa giden
ahiskanliklarindan kurtulmak gibi nedenlerle sefere ¢cikmislardir. Bu konuda Sibli (6. 334/946) seferin

asil gayesini, kisinin huy ve tabiatlarinin ortaya cikmasi olarak izah etmistir.®°

Hz. Peygamber’in, Medine’de dogup yine orada vefat eden bir sahis hakkinda “Keske dogdugu
yerden baska bir yerde vefat etseydi.” buyurdugu; ardindan da, kisi dogdugu yerden baska bir yerde
vefat ettiginde, dogum ve Olim vyeri arasindaki mesafenin 6lglilerek bu mesafe kadar ecirle
mukafatlandinlacagini ifade ettigi rivayet edilmistir. 61 Bu rivayet, bir kimsenin sadece fiziksel olarak
degil, manevi olarak da yerlesik diizenden ayrilarak ildhi riza ugruna zahmetlere katlanmasinin biyik

bir deger tasidigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Tasavvufi yaklagima gore, nefsin aliskanliklarindan, aidiyetlerinden ve konfor alanindan ayrilmasi,
onun arinma sirecinin 6nemli bir parcasidir. Bu tiir ayriliklar, nefis icin aci verici olsa da, sirf Allah icin

katlanildiginda kisiyi yiksek manevi mertebelere ulastirabilir. Zira sGfiler, nefsin meyil gosterdigi her

7 Sogukoglu, Kenzii’s-siimdis, 219.

%8 Acldni ismail b. Muhammed, Kesfii’l-Haf4 (Beka Yayincilik, 2019), 1/445.
5% Sihreverdi, Avdrifu’l-medrif, 164.
0 Serrac, el-Liima’, 196; Stihreverdi, Avdrifu’l-medrif, 160-161.
1 Eb( Abdillah Muhammed b. Yezid ibn Mace, es-Siinen, (istanbul: Cagri Yayinlari, 1992), Cenaiz, 61. (n0:1682)
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seyden uzaklasmayi ve bu ayriligi ilahi yakinliga vesile kilmayi, stilk strecinin temel ilkelerinden biri

olarak kabul etmiglerdir.5?

Sifilerin temel olarak gordukleri ve zahiri yolculukta da ulagmak istedikleri bir amag vardir ki bu da
halktan Hakk’a seferdir. Naksbendilikte “sefer der kadem” ilkesi olarak belirtilen bu yolculuk talibin
kotl ahlaklardan giizel ahlaka, siifli sifatlardan meleki sifatlara sefer etmesidir. Hz. ibrahim’in “Ben

763

Rabbime gidiyorum.”®3 sézii bu meyanda degerlendirilmistir. &*

Dervisler seyahat ederken de belli kurallara dikkat etmislerdir. Sefer esnasinda grup halinde yirirken
en zayif en yavas ylirliyen esas alinmistir. En sefkatli olan hizmet etme gorevini tGstlenmistir. SGfilerin

bulunduklari yerde namaz vakti girdiyse namaz kilmadan yola devam etmedikleri belirtilmistir.®°

Talibin her halinde oldugu gibi yiriirken de murakabe halinde ve uyanik ylirimesi gerekmektedir.
Bayezid-i Bistami murakabesiz yirimeyi gaflet alameti gérmustir. Talibin gonlinin saga sola
kaymamasi icin yiriirken basini 6niine egip hicbir yone bakmamasi gerekmektedir. Bu durum
Naksbendiyye tarikatinin temel prensiplerinden biri olan “nazar ber-kadem” ilkesiyle 6rtiismektedir.
Talibin toplulukla beraber yiriirken 6nlerine gegmemesi, topluluktan geri de kalmamasi lazim geldigi
ifade edilmistir. Zira topluluktan geride ylrimesi, tevazu sahibi sayilmasina neden olabilmektedir.

SOfilere gére tevazuyu 1zhar etme kibrin ta kendisidir. ¢

Talib, mursidiyle beraber yolculuk yapacaksa riayet etmesi gereken kurallar daha da 6énem kazanir.
Mirsidle beraber yolculuk yapan ya da ylriimek durumunda kalan talibin uymasi gereken ilk ve en

temel kurali, mimkiin mertebe sessiz kalmak ve gereksiz konusmalardan kaginmaktir.6”

“Ey iman edenler! Allah ve Resuliiniin éniine gecmeyin, Allah’a itaatsizlikten sakinin®® ayetinde gegen
“Allah Resuliiniin 6niine gecmeyin” uyarisi islami gelenekte hem zahiri hem de manevi boyutlarda
ele alinmistir. Tasavvufi gelenekte bu ifade daha genis bir anlamda yorumlanmistir. Bu baglamda,
“Res0lullah’in 6nline gegcmeyin” emri, yalnizca fiziki davranislara dair bir uyari degil, ayni zamanda
manevi terbiyede nefsin 6ne ¢ikmasina, heva ve hevesle hareket edilmesine karsi bir ikaz olarak
degerlendirilmistir. SGfi disincede bu tlrden davranislar, manevi yolculukta edep disi kabul

edilmekte ve talibin, hakikate ulagma sirecinde miursid rehberligine mutlak bir teslimiyetle

62 Sihreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 159.

63 es-Saffat 37/99.

6 Hasan Kamil Yilmaz, Anahatlariyla Tasavvuf ve Tarikatlar, (istanbul: Ensar nesriyat, 1994), 274.
Serrac, el-Liima’, 196.

6 Hucviri, Kesfu’l-mahcib, 499.

67 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 62.

68 el-Hucurat 49/1.

65
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baglanmasi gerektigi vurgulanmaktadir. Bu anlayis, tasavvufun merkezine yerlesmis olan edep

ilkesinin bir yansimasidir.

Suhreverdi, sifilerin ilgili ayeti “Allah ResGli’niin dnlinden ylrimeyin” seklinde de tefsir ettiklerini
nakletmistir. Sahabeden Ebu’d-Derda (32/652); bir keresinde Hz. Ebu Bekir’in 6ntinden yurtdugin
ve Resulullah’in “Dikkat et diinya ve ahirette senden daha hayirli birisinin éniinden yiiriiyorsun.”®
seklinde kendisini ikaz ettigini rivayet etmistir.”% Bu yorumlar, zahirde bir edep tavsiyesinden ibaret
gorinse de, batini anlamda mdridin, mirsidinin 6nline gegmemesi; dislince, séz ve fiillerde onun
terbiyesini ve yonlendirmesini beklemesi gerektigini ifade etmektedir. Bu anlayis, tasavvufi terbiyede

murid-mursid iliskisinin merkezinde yer alan teslimiyet ve edeple dogrudan iliskilidir.

Tasavvuf terbiyesinde miridin mursidine olan hiirmeti ve edebi, her tirli davranisinda kendini
gostermelidir. Muellif, bu hususta mirsidin arkasindan yiriinmesi gerektiginden bahsetmemekle
beraber mirsid tarafindan onden yirimesi emredilen miridin, bu emre itaat etmesi gerektigini
ifade etmistir. Dahasi, uygun olmayan ortamlarda miridin, seyhi ile arkadas gibi bir tavir sergileyerek
yirimesi ve bu esnada edebi ve hirmeti kalben muhafaza etmesi gerektigi de belirtilmistir.”*
Muellifin bu gorislerinde yasadigi donemin seyh, tekke ve zaviyelere iliskin yasaklarin etkin oldugu

gorilmektedir.

Seyhle yolculuk yaparken ya da seyhin huzurunda tesbih cekilmez. Ancak strekli kalbi zikir ile mesgul
olan salik, mirsid konugsmadigi zaman lafza-1 Celal g¢ekebilir. Strekli zikir halinde bir dervis degilse
mursidin yaninda kalbi zikir yapmasi bile edepten degildir. Zira talib, mirsidin huzurunda oldugu her
ani feyiz almak icin bir ganimet bilmelidir.”> Bu yaklasimlar tasavvufun kendine 6zgii 4dab anlayisini

yansitmaktadir.

Seyh ibrahim Halil, talibin, seyhinin siirekli kullandigi yolu kullanmamasi gerektigini soyleyerek
seyhini yolda gordiginde gostermesi gereken edebi su sekilde izah etmistir: Yolda seyhini gorirse
yolunu degistirmeli, degistiremez ise edeple mirsidin selam vermesini beklemelidir. Miirsid selam
vermezse bunda da bir hikmet oldugunu dislinmelidir. Mirsid, emir vermedikce ya da soru

sormadikca talib selam vermeye kalkmamahdir.”3

8 Eb{’l-Kasim Misnidii’d-diinya Siileyman b. Ahmed b. Eyy(b et-Taberani, el-Mucemii’l-kebir, thk.Hamdi
Abdulmecid es-Selefi (Kahire: Mektebetu ibn Teymiyye, ts.)12/119.
70 Sithreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 506.
L Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 62.
72 sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéab, 63.
73 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 62-63.
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Gunliuk hayatta edep ve fazilet sayilan selam vermek ya da zikir yapmak gibi davranislar, tasavvufi
edebin hassas dengesi iginde farkli bir sekilde yorumlanabilmektedir. Bu baglamda, mirsid ile
kurulan muhataplikta, siradan gorgli kurallarinin bile, tasavvufun edep anlayisina gore yeniden
degerlendirildigi ve bu davraniglarin bazen bi-edep olarak nitelendirilebildigi gorilmektedir. Tasavvuf
terbiyesi, miridin her hal ve hareketini, mirsidinin huzurundaki derin anlam ve hikmetleri gozeterek

dizenlemesini esas almaktadir.

5. Miirside ikramin Adabi

Tasavvuf adabinda, mirsid ile olan iliskide her hal ve performansin belirgin bir nezaket ve hiirmet
cercevesinde sekillendigi goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda, mirside ikram konusu da detayli edepler
icermektedir. Talibin mursidini, davet durumunda dikkat edilmesi gereken hususlar, sadece sofra
dizeniyle sinirlandirilmayip, daha genis ahlak ve davranis gergevesini icerir. Bu kurallar, sadece zahiri

bir ritliel degil, ayni zamanda talibin gonil diinyasinda bir disiplin olusturma gayesi tasir.

Mirside ikram edilen yemegin mahiyeti ve hazirlanisindaki incelik, manevi edeple dogrudan
baglantilidir. Seyh ibrahim Halil, miirsidini davet eden talibin, yemegin hazirlanmasinda dikkat etmesi
gereken ilk kurallar arasinda, yemegin abdestsiz ya da sdlih olmayan bir kimse tarafindan
yapilmamasi oldugunu ozellikle vurgulamistir. Sadece mirside ikram edilen yemegin degil,
dervislerin de ginlik hayatta tiiketecekleri yiyeceklerin hazirlanmasina manevi acidan dikkat
etmeleri gerekmektedir. Seyh, dervislerin bilmedigi kisilerin ya da gaflet ehlinin yemegini yemesini
uygun gérmemistir.”* Bu ifadelerden tasavvufta sadece yemegin fiziki temizliginin degil, ayni

zamanda manevi temizliginin de 6nemsendigi anlasiimistir.

Konuyla ilgili Kuseyri’nin aktardigi hadise soyledir; Clineyd (6. 297/909), Haris Muhasibt'yi (0.
243/857) evine yemege davet etmis ve duglini olan komsudan gelen yemegi kendisine ikram
etmistir. Ancak Muhasibi yemegi yememistir. Bagka bir giin Clineyd’in ikram ettigi kuru ekmegi
yiyerek kendisine boyle ikramlar yapilmasini istemistir. Bu rivayeti aktaran Kuseyri, diigiinlerde oyun
ve eglence oldugu icin stfilerin digiin yemegi yemeyi takvaya uygun gormediklerini ifade etmistir.”>
Sufilerin bu duyarhligl yemegin manevi temizligini cok 6énemsediklerini gostermektedir. Bu tur
ornekler sufilerin her ayrintida nefsin arzu ve isteklerinden uzak durduklarini ve Allah’a yonelik

yuksek bir edep anlayisina sahip olduklarini ortaya koymaktadir.

74 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 63.
7> Kuseyri, er-Risdle, 105.
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Mirsidle beraber sofraya oturan talibin uymasi gereken kurallar da oldukga ayrintilidir. Bu kurallarin
amaci murside karsi edebi saglamak ve onun huzurunda bulunmanin manevi degerini fark etmektir.
Oncelikle talib, seyh izin vermeden yemege baslamamalidir. Ancak seyh kendisinden dnce yemege
baslamasini emrederse emre itaat etmelidir. Seyh yemekten elini ¢cekmedigi sirece talib de
cekmemelidir. Ne hizli ne de yavas olmamak sartiyla edepli bir sekilde yemek yemelidir. Seyhi talibe
yemege devam etmesini soylerse, doymus olsa bile itiraz etmeyerek yemege devam etmelidir. Zira
kamillerin yaninda yenen yemek cennet lokmasi sayilmistir. Huzur tGizere yenen yemek huzur, gafletle
yenen yemegin gaflet getirecegi beyan edilmistir.’® Sofrada “az yediniz ya da sunu da yiyin” gibi
tekliflerde bulunulmasi tasavvufi adaba aykiridir. Ayni zamanda seyhin 6nline ya da baskasinin 6niine
yemek koymak da uygun degildir. Bu, yemekteki saygi ve tevazu anlayisiyla ¢elismektedir. Seyh bir
sey istediginde yok demek edebe mugayir gériilmistiir. istenen sey yoksa siikit edilmeli, tedarik

edilebilecek bir seyse temin edilmeye calisiimahdir.”’

Yemek hizmeti esnasinda kisik sesle ve az konusmaya dikkat edilmelidir. Sofrada seyhe gosterilen
edebi ilk donem sifilerinden Abdullah bin Mubarek (6. 181/797) “Hizmetteki edep hizmetten daha

yicedir” seklinde dzetlemistir.”®

Bahsedilen edep kurallarindan da anlasiliyor ki, seyh ile ayni sofrada yemek yerken uyulmasi gereken
edep, normal bir misafire gosterilen edepten oldukga farklilik arz etmektedir. Misafire hiirmet amagli

gosterilen bir davranis seyhe gosterildiginde su-i edep sayilabilmektedir.

SONUC

Seyh ibrahim Halil'in eserlerinde miirid mirsid iliskisine dair derinlemesine bilgi verdigi
gorilmektedir. Tasavvuf yolunda mirid ile mursid arasindaki iligki, derin bir baghlik, muhabbet ve
rehberlige dayanir. Miirid, iradesini mirsidine teslim ederken, mirsid ona seyr U silGkunda rehberlik
eder ve ilahi hakikate ulagmasina yardimci olur. Bu iliski, mirsidin miride gosterdigi edeple ve

muridin teslimiyetiyle gliclenir.

Mirsid, yol gosteren rehber olmasinin yani sira talibin miicahede siirecinde de yol arkadasidir.

Mirsidin rehberliginden sonug alinmasi, miridin teslimiyet, itaat ve edebe uymasina baglidir.

Seyh ibrahim Halil, miirid-miirsid iliskisinin yalnizca manevi bir yolculuk olmadigini hem bireysel hem

toplumsal yoni olan ahlaki bir insa stireci olduguna vurgu yapmaktadir. Zghiri ve batini edep lzerinde

76 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adéb, 60.
77 Sogukoglu, Huldsatii’l-Adab, 61.
78 Sithreverdi, Avdrifii’l-medrif, 344.
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durmasi talibin hem i¢c hem dis disiplininin birlikte olmasi gerektigini gostermektedir. Bu durum

talibin seyhine sadece zahirde degil, kalben de teslimiyet gdstermesi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Mirsidin peygamber mirasini taslyan postnisin olarak gorilmesi, onun sorumlulugunu artirirken,
miridin de itaat ve teslimiyetini artirmaktadir. Mirid, mursidinin rehberligini ve verdigi ogitleri
kabul ederek bu yolda ilerler ve manevi olgunluga erisir. Her ne kadar zorluklar ve imtihanlarla dolu
olsa da, miridin sabri ve teslimiyeti, onu hakikate ulastiracak en énemli unsurlardir. Tevazu ve

teslimiyet, miridin manevi gelisiminin anahtaridir.

Bu ¢alismada mirid-miirsid iliskisinde dikkat edilmesi gereken; “mdursidi ziyaret adabi, mursidle
sohbet, gorisme, yolculuk adabi, mirside ikramda bulunma gibi ddaba iliskin temel hususlar

Uzerinde durulmustur.

Tasavvufta vurgulanan degerlerin glinimuz bireysel ve toplumsal hayatinda yol gdsterici bir role
sahip oldugu distnildigiinde Seyh ibrahim Halil’in gérisleri ahlaki sorumluluk baglaminda yeniden
disinmek igin bir imkan sunmaktadir. Marid-mrsid iliskisi gecmis tasavvufi tecriibe ve birikimin

otesinde gliniimiz insaninin manevi arayisina da isik tutacak anlam derinligini ortaya koymaktadir.
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Abstract

The crisis in Syria, characterized by widespread conflict, displacement, and socio-economic disruption, has
led to one of the largest waves of migration in modern history. This paper explores the emigration dynamics
within the context of the Syrian crisis, focusing on the interplay between economic inequality, class power,
and the influence of capitalism on the uprising and subsequent migration patterns. By examining the pre-
crisis neoliberal reforms that deepened socio-economic inequalities, the study highlights how structural
inequalities and class stratification shaped both the trajectory of the uprising and the varied migration
experiences of different social groups. The analysis shows that neoliberal economic policies
disproportionately affected marginalized rural populations and the working class, exacerbating the economic
grievances that underpinned the revolutionary fervor. These protests, coupled with the collapse of public
services and widespread violence, forced millions of people to migrate, with wealthier classes accessing safer,
structured migration routes while poorer groups faced risky and perilous journeys. The paper also addresses
the role of capitalism as a structural force in the crisis and shows how global and regional capitalist dynamics
have exacerbated vulnerabilities and influenced migration trends. As well, the article also investigates the
socio-economic impact of Syrian migration on host countries, particularly through remittances and the
integration of refugee labor, reshaping local economies and social dynamics. By situating Syrian emigration
within broader theoretical frameworks of inequality, class, and capitalism, this research contributes to a
deeper understanding of forced migration in the context of conflict and systemic economic dislocation. The
findings underscore the need for comprehensive policy interventions that address the root causes of

displacement while fostering equitable support mechanisms for refugees and host communities.
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Ozet

2011 yilinda baslayan Suriye krizi, modern tarihin en biyik zorunlu gé¢ hareketlerinden birine yol agmis ve
milyonlarca Suriyeli hem Ulke icinde hem de uluslararasi sinirlar 6tesinde yerinden edilmistir. Bu arastirma,
Suriye krizi baglaminda go¢ dinamiklerini incelemekte ve ekonomik esitsizlik, sinif glicii ve kapitalizmin
etkilesiminin Suriye ayaklanmasi ve sonrasindaki gé¢ modelleri Uzerindeki etkisine odaklanmaktadir.
Calismada, krize katkida bulunan yapisal faktérleri incelenerek, kiresel ve bélgesel ekonomik sistemlerin yani
sira yerel mlcadelelerin, Suriye gatismasinin seyrini ve go¢ sonuglarini nasil sekillendirdigine yonelik bir bakis
acisi sunmayil amaclamaktadir.

Baslangicta siyasi reform ve sosyal adalet talepleriyle ortaya c¢ikan Suriye ayaklanmasi, hizla boélgesel ve
uluslararasi boyutlari olan karmasik bir i¢ savasa donlstii. Catismanin temel nedenleri olarak genellikle siyasi
baski ve otoriter yonetim gosterilse de, bu arastirma, altta yatan ekonomik esitsizliklerin ve seckin siniflardan
duyulan hosnutsuzlugunda kritik bir rol oynadigini savunmaktadir. Suriye hiikiimetinin 2000'li yillarin basinda
benimsedigi neoliberal ekonomik politikalar, sosyal ve ekonomik esitsizlikleri siddetlendirerek niifusun biyik
bir kesimini marjinallestirdi ve huzursuzluk icin verimli bir zemin yarath. Kiresel kapitalist yapilarin etkisi
altinda sekillenen bu politikalar, 6zellestirme, deregiilasyon ve sosyal refahin azaltilmasina sebep oldu. Bu
yapl, yonetici seckinler ve mittefiklerini orantisiz bir sekilde zenginlestirirken, Suriyelilerin ¢ogunlugunu
ekonomik galkantilara karsi savunmasiz birakt.

Suriye krizinde sinif glicliniin dnemli bir roliiniin bulundugu bir gercekliktir. Esed rejimi, askeri, is dliinyasi ve
siyasi seckinlerden olusan bir ag tarafindan desteklenmis, kendi yandaslarini destekleyen kapitalist bir sistem
kullanarak egemenligini sirdirmistiir. Bu sistem, zenginlik ve mali kaynaklarin bazi seckin kisilerin elinde
toplanmasini saglamis, Suriyelilerin ¢ogunlugu issizlik, yoksulluk ve temel hizmetlere sinirli erisimle karsi
karsitya kalmistir. Orta sinifin asinmasi ve zengin seckinler ile yoksul kitleler arasindaki artan ugurum,
patlamaya hazir bir sosyal ortam yaratmistir. Arap Bahari Ortadogu'yu kasip kavurdugunda, bu ekonomik
sikayetler, Suriye ayaklanmasinin arkasindaki itici giic haline geldi ve protestocular yalnizca siyasi 6zgurlik
degil, ayni zamanda ekonomik adalet ve yolsuzlugun sona ermesini talep ettiler.

Hem kiiresel bir ekonomik sistem hem de yerel politikada uygulanan kapitalist davranislar, krizi daha da
siddetlendirdi. Suriye'nin ticari liberallesme ve yabanci yatirnrm yoluyla kiresel kapitalist ekonomiye
entegrasyonu, ekonomik kirilganhigini derinlestirdi. Ulkenin petrol ihracatina olan bagimliligi ve kiiresel piyasa
dalgalanmalarina maruz kalmasi, 2008 kiresel finansal krizi gibi dis soklarla basa ¢ikma konusunda onu
yetersiz hale getirdi. Ayrica, kamu varliklarinin 6zellestiriimesi ve tarimsal stibvansiyonlarin kaldirilmasi, kirsal
kesimi orantisiz bir sekilde etkiledi ve buralarda yasayan halkin bircogu daha sonra muhalefetin biyik
destekgisi haline geldi. Kapitalist sistem tarafindan yonetilen toprak ve kaynaklarin metalastiriimasi, ¢cevresel
bozulma ve kaynak kithgina da katkida bulunarak sosyal gerilimleri daha da artirdi.

Suriye krizinden kaynaklanan go¢ dinamikleri, bu ekonomik ve sinif temelli faktorlerle i ice gecmistir. Catisma
siddetlendikge, milyonlarca Suriyeli evlerini terk etmek zorunda kalmis ve komsu (lkelerde ve 6tesinde
siginak aramistir. Yerinden edilme, yalnizca siddetin degil, ayni zamanda savasa eslik eden ekonomik ¢okistin
de bir sonucuydu. Altyapinin tahrip olmasi, Suriye lirasinin ¢ékmesi ve gecim kaynaklarinin kaybi, birgok
Suriyeliye go¢ etmekten baska secenek birakmadi. Gog siirecinin kendisi de sinifsal esitsizliklerle sekillendi,
¢linkli daha zengin Suriyeliler daha glivenli yerlere ve yasal yollarla ¢ikarken, daha yoksul bireyler genellikle
tehlikeli ve diizensiz hareket etmek zorunda kald..
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Suriyeli miilteci krizine uluslararasi tepkiler kapitalist ve jeopolitik cikarlardan etkilendigi anlasiimaktadir.
Ozellikle zengin Kuzey iilkeleri, insani kaygilar yerine ekonomik verimlilik ve ulusal giivenligi &nceleyen,
neoliberal egilimini yansitan kisitlayici gé¢ politikalar uygulamistir. Ote yandan, Suriye'ye komsu olan Tiirkiye
ve diger Gliney Ulkeleri, genellikle yeterli uluslararasi destek olmaksizin mdilteci yikini tasimistir. Bu
sorumlulugun esit olmayan dagilimi, kapitalist sistem icinde gdmili olan kiresel esitsizlikleri ortaya
koymaktadir.

Suriye krizi ve buna bagl go¢ dinamiklerini, ekonomik esitsizlik, sinif glic ve kapitalizmin roll incelenmeden
tam olarak anlasilamaz. Bu faktorlerin etkilesimi, ayaklanma igin gerekli kosullari yarath, ¢catismanin seyrini
sekillendirdi ve yerinden edilme ile gocli etkiledi. Makalede Suriye krizi, kiresel kapitalizm ve yerel sinif
miucadeleleri dikkate alinarak, goci tetikleyen yapisal problemlere 1sik tutulmaya gayret edilmistir. Bu, adil
ve esit bir kiiresel ekonomik sistem ihtiyacinin ne denli dnemli oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Zorunlu go¢
probleminin ¢éziimlenmesi icin yalnizca insani yardim diizeyinde hareket edilmesi yeterli degildir. Bilakis
ekonomik esitsizlikleri makul bir diizeye ¢ceken ve marjinallesmis halki maddi acidan giliclendiren bir sistem
degisikligi acik¢ca kendisini gdstermektedir.

Sonug olarak bu g¢alisma, Suriye krizinin ekonomik boyutlarini ve bu krizin gé¢ dinamikleri Gzerindeki etkilerini
ele alarak, gog literatiiriine anlamli bir katki sunmayi hedeflemistir. Geleneksel go¢ yaklasimlarinin cogunlukla
siyasi ve glvenlik odakli cercevelerle sinirh kaldig tespitine yer verilen ¢alismada, ekonomik adalet ve sinif
temelli analizlerin go¢ arastirmalarinda merkeze alinmasi gerektigini savunmustur. Bu baglamda, Suriye
krizinin ekonomik esitsizlik ve kapitalist diizen perspektifinden degerlendirilmesi, zorunlu goclin yapisal
nedenlerini daha iyi anlamaya katki saglayacaktir. Yapilan bu tespitlerin sirdirilebilir ¢céziim o6nerileri
gelistirmek isteyen politikacilar, akademisyenler ve sivil toplum aktorleri icin dikkate alinmasi gerektigi
soylenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gog, Go¢ Nedenleri, Suriye Krizi, Ekonomik Esitsizlik, Neoliberal Politikalar.
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Emigration Dynamics in the Context of the Syrian Crisis: Exploring Economic Inequality, Class Power, and the
Impact of Capitalism on the Syrian Uprising

Introduction

The Syrian crisis has reshaped the socio-political and economic landscape of the Middle East, leaving
a permanent mark on global migration patterns. Since the outbreak of the uprising in 2011, millions
of Syrians have been displaced within the Syrian borders or they are forced to search for harbors in
nearby countries and elsewhere. While the direct causes of this displacement are rooted in the
violent conflict, the underlying dynamics are far more complex, reflecting deep-seated economic

inequalities, class struggles, and the systemic effects of global capitalism.

This study critically examines the intersection of class, power, and displacement within the context
of the Syrian crisis. It explores how class-based economic inequalities under the Assad regime
influenced migration trajectories, the extent to which global capitalism deepened preexisting socio-
economic weaknesses, and how class power shaped the variance outcomes facing the Syrian

refugees. By trying to answer these questions among many
e How did class-based economic disparities under Assad’s regime shape migration pathways?
e What role did global capitalism play in exacerbating pre-crisis vulnerabilities?
e How did class power determine differential outcomes for Syrian refugees?

Methodologically, the study is established as a critical review of scholarly literature on Syria’s political
economy from 2010 to 2023 and is supported by both quantitative and qualitative data sources. The
Quantitative analysis draws from UNDP poverty indices, Gini coefficients, and displacement figures.
Qualitative insights are derived from case studies examining elite networks, as well as real lived
refugee experiences. The theoretical framework integrates Weberian notions of power, Marxist class
analysis, and critical perspectives on neoliberalism, offering a multidimensional lens through which

to understand the basic forces behind migration.

1. Historical Context and Pre-Crisis Conditions

Before the crisis, the Syrian economy underwent significant neoliberal transformations under the
leadership of Bashar al-Assad. Since the early 2000s, the government implemented a series of
reforms to integrate Syria into the global economy. These reforms prioritized privatization, market
liberalization, and the dismantling of state subsidies for essential goods and services such as food,
fuel, and healthcare. While these policies attracted foreign investment and boosted the wealth of
urban elites, they had devastating effects on rural communities and the working class. Agricultural

production declined due to reduced state support, forcing many rural families into urban areas in
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search of employment. Alongside, rising costs of living coupled with ridiculously low wages
diminished the purchasing power of ordinary citizens. This economic restructuring created a gap
between the rich and the poor, with the top elite class enjoying the benefits of liberalization while
the majority faced increasing poverty. By the time the uprising began, unemployment rates were
rising, and nearly one-third of the population was living below the poverty line. These conditions
fostered widespread discontent and laid the foundation for the socio-economic discontent that

would later lead to mass protests.

As the Syrian uprising escalated into a full-scale civil war, the conflict’s effects had greater magnitude
on some social classes than other class. Wealthier families, particularly those with links to the Assad
regime or international networks, were better able to flee the country and settle in a relatively safe
environment. These individuals often migrated to Europe, North America, or Gulf states, where their
financial resources facilitated access to visas, housing, and economic opportunities. In contrast,
middle-classes professionals, such as doctors, engineers, and teachers, faced a different set of
challenges. Many sought asylums in European countries, contributing to a significant "brain drain"
that further weakened Syria’s infrastructure. Meanwhile, the poorest sections of society, who lacked
financial resources or social capital, endured the harshest realities of displacement. Many were
forced into overcrowded refugee camps in neighboring countries such as Turkey, Lebanon, and
Jordan, where they faced limited access to employment, education, and healthcare. Others

remained internally displaced, often trapped in overwhelmed areas with little hope of escape.

2. The Influence of Global Capitalism on the Syrian Crisis

The influence of global capitalism on the crisis in Syria goes beyond the immediate economic policy
in the country. Regional and international capitalist systems played a critical role in exacerbating
vulnerabilities and shaping migration trends. Foreign investment in Syria’s pre-crisis economy was
heavily focused on the real estate and luxury sectors, serving the interests of the elite, while broader
development needs were neglected. This focus on profit over inclusion contributed to the
marginalization of large segments of the population. During the conflict, the exploitation of
displacement became evident as international organizations and private enterprises sought to profit
from the refugee crisis. Refugee camps became sites of exploitation, with residents often employed
in low-wage, informal labor markets under precarious conditions. At the same time, remittances
sent by Syrian migrants became a critical lifeline for families left behind, indicating how migration

can simultaneously alleviate and spread economic inequalities.
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The influx of Syrian refugees has had profound socio-economic and political effects on host countries
In Lebanon, for example, the refugees now make up almost a quarter of the population and are
putting a huge strain on infrastructure and public services. The arrival of millions of Syrians has also
changed the labor markets in Turkey and Jordan. Refugees are often employed in informal sectors
where they are exploited and have no legal protection. While some host communities have
benefited from the economic contributions of refugees, such as increased demand for goods and
services, the overall impact varied, this variation led to public tensions and policy mis

implementation.

In recent times, the world has been increasingly plagued by wars and widespread conflicts that have
an impact on the whole earth. Existing policies are proving inadequate to address the multifaceted
challenges posed by such crises, especially regarding migration and displacement. To successfully
approach these topics, policymakers must have an inclusive understanding of the main underlying
reasons, as well as to be aware of the connected risk factors. The understanding and empathy will
enable them to some rate to draft strong crisis management plans that defends human rights and
endorse the welfare of refugees. Using Syrian emigration as an example underscores the importance
of addressing both immediate needs and the root causes of displacement, such as economic
inequality and systemic exploitation. This approach emphasizes the necessity of developing
equitable support mechanisms that empower refugees and encouraging resilience in addition to
reducing tensions within host communities. By adopting such strategies, policymakers can create

more sustainable and inclusive responses to global displacement challenges.

3. Causes of the Syrian Crisis

The crisis in Syria is a complex and multi-layered conflict that has been influenced by a variety of
factors, including the global capitalist system and the actions of foreign governments and
corporations. At the same time, it is important to note that the crisis has multiple causes that can be
generally categorized into political, social, and economic factors. “A revolution is a people's uprising
that overthrows the existing state power and establishes a new state power”'. In this quote, Lenin
defines a revolution as an uprising by the people that results in the establishment of a new form of
government. The political factors include the authoritarian nature of the Syrian regime, the lack of

democratic institutions, and the suppression of political freedoms.

1 Lenin, V.. State and Revolution. (Petrograd: Zhizn'i Znanie, 1917), 22.
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The United States has been involved in the Syrian crisis in various capacities. Initially, the U.S.
supported opposition groups seeking to overthrow the Syrian government, providing them with
training, equipment, and limited military assistance. This support, along with the influx of arms into
the region, fueled the escalation of the conflict. Russia has also been a significant player in the Syrian
crisis, providing military support to the Syrian government. In 2015, Russia intervened militarily to
support the government of President Bashar al-Assad, which was facing significant challenges from
opposition groups. Russian military assistance, including airstrikes, weapons, and training, shifted
the balance of power in favor of the Syrian government. Russia's involvement has not only helped
the government maintain its hold on power but has also allowed Russia to expand its influence in
the region and protect its strategic interests, such as access to naval bases in Syria. Iran is a staunch
ally of the Syrian government and provides financial and military support, including weapons,
training and, deployment of military advisers and proxy militias. Iran views Syria as crucial to its
regional strategy and uses the conflict to expand its influence and counter Saudi Arabia's influence
in the region. “People’s uprisings are often accompanied by demands for greater democracy, social
justice, and individual freedoms” (Huntington, 1991.p266). Huntington suggests that uprisings are
often driven by demands for greater political participation and expanded civil liberties. The social
factors that contributed to the Syrian crisis include sectarianism, regional disparities, and the rise of
fundamentalism. Syria is a country with a diverse population that includes various ethnic and

religious groups.

Graphic 1: Major Ethnic Groups in Syria
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The Assad regime had played the denominational card, preferred the Alawi minority and

marginalized the Sunni majority.

Akademik Analiz 4 (2025)
28



Emigration Dynamics in the Context of the Syrian Crisis: Exploring Economic Inequality, Class Power, and the
Impact of Capitalism on the Syrian Uprising

“In Syria, the regime’s reliance on the military-security apparatus, coupled with the privatization of
key state resources, has created a class of regime loyalists who are financially dependent on the

regime and are therefore committed to its survival.” 2

Political Economy of Authoritarian Resilience created tensions between various groups and
contributed to the rise of sectarianism. The regional gaps in Syria were also a factor, with the capital
Damascus, and its surroundings flourishing, while other regions remained underdeveloped and
underprivileged. Also, Gurr suggests that uprisings are a response to perceived injustices or a lack of
responsiveness by the government. This created resentment and discontent among the population,
particularly in the underprivileged regions. Furthermore, the rise of fundamentalism, particularly in
the aftermath of the US invasion of Iraq, contributed to the growth of extremist groups such as Al
Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS), who took advantage of the political and social vacuum in Syria to
establish a foothold. “People’s uprisings occur when individuals feel that they are not being treated

fairly and that the government is not meeting their needs” 3

4. Income Inequality and its Influence on Migration Patterns

Migration driven by income inequality reshapes demographics, economies, and social structures.
Income inequality, measured using indices such as the Gini coefficient, quantifies income inequality
on a scale from 0 (perfect equality) to 1 (maximum inequality). Various factors contribute to income
inequality, including differences in education, skills, employment opportunities, access to resources,
and social policies. These disparities drive migration in several ways, influenced by both push and
pull factors. In regions with elevated income inequality, individuals in the lower-income brackets may
face limited economic opportunities, low wages, and poor working conditions, pushing them to
migrate in search of better prospects. Conversely, regions with lower income inequality and higher
average incomes attract migrants seeking better job opportunities, higher wages, and improved
living standards. as for Syria's economic and social development has been significantly impacted by
the ongoing conflict. According to the UNDP's 2020 Human Development Report, Syria received a
grade of 0.567, ranking it 152nd out of 189 evaluated countries. This is relatively coherent with its
grades in recent years, such as 0.556 in 2014, 0.528 in 2016, and 0.563 in 2018. Notably, Syria had

previously shown steady progress, with its Human Development Index (HDI) improving from 0.550

Bassam Haddad, Business Networks in Syria: The Political Economy of Authoritarian Resilience, (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 2012), 72; Based on field research and confidential government documents (Damascus, 2006-
2010).
3 Ted Robert Gurr, Why Men Rebel, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1970), 22.
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in 1990 to 0.672 in 2010. However, the initial years of the conflict undid two decades of human
development. Likely, the situation has further worsened due to the 2020 economic crisis resulting
from the freezing of Syrian assets in Lebanese banks and the consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic. Regarding economic exclusion, the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) estimates that in 2019, 77.2% of Syrians lived below the poverty line of $3.50 per day,
compared to 13.0% in 2010. Additionally, 40.0% lived in extreme poverty, defined as below the $1.90
poverty line, in contrast to only 0.7% in 2010 (based on 2011 PPP $). While the 2017 Arab
Multidimensional Poverty Report lacked data on Syria, the 2020 ESCWA estimates suggest a
multidimensional poverty rate of 50% and an acute poverty rate of 15% in 2017, indicating a
worsening situation compared to 2006. Assessing inequality in Syria is challenging due to limited
data, and the UNDP does not currently calculate the country's Gini index or inequality-adjusted HDI.
However, it is likely that the gap between a small group of war profiteers and affluent individuals
connected to the regime, and the majority facing increasing poverty, has widened. A study
conducted by economist Raslan Khadour from Damascus University in 2019 highlighted severe

problems contributing to the decline of the middle class.

Table 1: Distribution of consumption expenditure by region in Syria (Decile shares in percentages),

1997
Uban 35 48 57 65 75 86 10 118 15 268 323
Southem | Rural 34 47 56 66 7.5 85 10 12 149 _ 27 328
Total 34 48 57 65 75 86 10 119 149 268 325
Uban 34 47 55 64 74 85 99 119 15 273 333
il Rual 33 47 57 67 77 88 103 121 151 256 31.8
Total 34 47 56 65 74 85 09 118 15 27 328
Uban 36 48 58 67 75 85 98 117 148 268 318
Central Rual 34 47 56 68 7.7 88 103 118 148 262 319
Total 34 47 56 66 75 86 101 119 151 266 326
Uban 31 44 53 62 71 82 96 114 147 301 356
Coastal Rual 35 48 56 66 7.3 86 10 117 148 2.1 334
Total 36 48 58 67 75 86 09 117 148 267 318
Uban 35 48 57 66 75 86 10 119 149 267 322
Syria Rual 34 47 56 65 75 85 10 119 15 _ 27 32.9
Total 34 47 56 65 75 86 10 119 15 268 326

Source: UNDP Calculations based on the unit data record

The ruling elite in Syria consists of a small group of wealthy businessmen and political figures who
control the country's major industries, and hold key positions in the government. They can use their
power and influence to shape economic policies that favor their interests, often at the expense of
the country's lower classes. “The probability that a command will be obeyed by a given group of
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persons is a function of the relationship between the commander and the commanded” “Weber
highlights the importance of the relationship between those in power and those subject to that
power. It suggests that power is not just a matter of an individual or group having a particular

position or resource, but also of their ability to effectively command and influence others.

Syria's middle and lower classes are marginalized, and have limited access to education, healthcare
and, job opportunities. The fragile economy imposed low-wage jobs that provided little legal
protection and limited opportunities for upward mobility. Many were forced to work in such jobs.
The year 2010 saw a significant decrease in primary education enrollment, particularly among
women, in rural areas of Deir Ezzor, Ragga, and Aleppo due to economic, and social factors such as
child labor, high education costs, or traditional practices that make it difficult to educate girls. The
decline in educational results has led to a lack of financial incentives for students and their families
to continue their education, and to the inability to adapt educational results to the needs of the
labor market. This imbalance increases skills and job opportunities. According to the book Poverty
and Inequality in Syria (1997-2007) by Khalid Abu-Ismail, Ali Abdel-Gadir and Heba El-Laithy, the

distribution of government resources was unfair, further aggravating the inequality.

Graphic 2: Distribution of Iraqis by Governorate as of July 2007(the graphic is taking as it is in the

source but the writer has mysticality wrote Iragi instead of Syria’s)
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Source: Abu-Ismail et. all (2008)

4 Max Weber, Wirt Schaft und Gesellschaft: Grundriss der verstehen den Sociology, (Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1922),
212 (English edition: Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology, Edited by Guenther Roth and
Claus Wittich, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978), 212).
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The economic and social progress in Syria has been severely impacted by the prolonged conflict.
According to the UNDP's 2020 Human Development Report, Syria ranks 152 out of 189 countries
with a score of 0.567. This is similar to scores in recent years, including 0.556 in 2014, 0.528 in 2016,
and 0.563 in 2018. Syria has already shown progress, with its Human Development Index (HDI) rising
from 0.550 in 1990 to 0.672 in 2010. twenty years of progress was demolished due to war. The
situation has worsened due to the economic crisis of 2020 and the outbreak of COVID-19. The UN
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) estimated that 77.2% of Syrians lived
below the poverty line of $3.50 a day in 2019, up from 13.0% in 2010 In addition, 40.0% lived in
extreme poverty. (less than $1.90 per day) This is a significant increase from 0.7% in 2010. According
to ESCWA 2020 estimates, the poverty rate in 2017 was 50%, and the poverty rate is 15%. The
poverty line seems to be rising. Raslan Khadour, an economist at the University of Damascus,
highlighted the serious problems facing the decline of the middle class. Although economic factors
were important in the Syrian conflict, other factors promoted participation. A strong desire for
power becomes a characteristic of the uprising. Syrians are frustrated by living with fear and
humiliation on a daily basis, including denying basic services or employment opportunities
supported by the government and relying on rarely available support for important needs such as

health care and education.

Table 2: Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index in 2015

Coellicient| 1 lty Inequality- l lty Inequality- Inequality-
Inequality-adjusted Se— Ty adjusted life i s adjusted | Incquality | adjusted
g of human | in life in : S8 A B
HDI(IHDI) R e R e ] [T education | inincome | income
potERtdl b dutinci index index index
: Overall ; , . .
Value = (%) Value (%) Value (%) Value
loss (%)

0419 21.7 214 145 0653 33 0.286 183 0.394

Source: United Nations Development Program. (2013). Human Development Report 2013: The Rise

of the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World. Retrieved from

https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/me/HDR-2013-Report-ENG.pdf

The concentration of power in the hands of a small elite perpetuated Syria's class system and lack of

political and civil rights.
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“Power is not simply distributed across social classes; rather, it plays a significant role in shaping and
perpetuating class divisions. Power asymmetries, both economic and political, contribute to the
maintenance of class hierarchies, as those with greater power can assert their interests and maintain

their privileged positions” °

In this citation, sociologist Erik Olin Wright highlights how power dynamics, encompassing both
economic and political spheres, influence and reinforce social class divisions within society. The
citation supports the argument that power has a substantial impact on the configuration and
perpetuation of social classes. The consolidation of power in the hands of a small ruling elite has had
a significant impact on social classes in Syria, contributing to economic inequality, political

repression, and social unrest.

The Syrian crisis has highlighted the deep-rooted inequality, class, and power structures in the
country. The Assad regime created a system of patronage and crony capitalism that benefited a small

elite while marginalizing the broader population.

“The Syrian regime’s crony capitalism and its monopolization of the economy alienated a significant
portion of the population from the state, resulting in widespread discontent and anger that

ultimately fueled the uprising.”®

The economic power is controlled by small elite that utilizes the country's resources and benefits
from the crony capitalism that pervades the economy. The social power is constructed on sectarian

and tribal affiliations, which create divisions and tensions among the population.

“Ethnic nationalism is often seen as the main source of group consolidation and intergroup war, In
this view, ethnic groups rebel because they feel exclusion arising from discrimination by ethnic
majorities. We see that “modernist” theories highlight this point of view and emphasize that ethnic
conflicts arise when these groups are socially and politically excluded from economic

modernization.””

Erik Olin Wright, Class Counts: Comparative Studies in Class Analysis, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1997), 25.
Ziad Majed, Crony Capitalism and the Syrian Uprising. (Beirut: Dar al-Saqi, 2014), 97.
Karimi, Mahdi, and Sayed Masoud Mousavi Shafaee, Ethnic Conflict and Modernization: Theoretical and Empirical
Perspectives, (Tehran: University of Tehran Press, 2018), 53.
Akademik Analiz 4 (2025)
33



Wael Alsaeed

In order for a society to thrive, it is crucial that every individual feels a sense of inclusion and does
not experience exclusion from the broader social fabric. This necessitates providing opportunities

for all groups, especially those who are most vulnerable, to enhance or sustain their well-being.

Class hierarchies offer a perspective for understanding the Syrian immigrant experience. People at
the top tend to experience better migration and resettlement, benefiting from better education,
professional skills and financial resources. However, minorities often do not have a place, are more
vulnerable to exploitation, and find it difficult to build their lives abroad. These class differences
show the disproportionate impact of the Syrian crisis on different social classes. Class classification,
defined by different levels of wealth, education, and social status, can have a significant impact on
the immigrant experience. This not only determines migration decisions, but also the routes chosen,
the risks involved, and the outcomes in destination countries. This exploration provides insight into
how different social classes experience migration, using the Syrian crisis as a case study to illustrate

these dynamics.

Class hierarchies in every society reflect access to resources, opportunities, and power. The majority
of the upper class enjoys better financial security, better education, and wider social connections,
while the lower class often struggles with economic hardship, less access to quality education, and
fewer social connections. These areas are even more pronounced in crisis environments such as the
Syrian conflict, where migratory forces and migratory experiences are strongly influenced by class
status. People from higher economic strata who have more financial resources find immigration a
viable option when faced with political or economic problems. Their decisions are influenced by

their ability to ensure a safe and comfortable outdoor life.

The upper classes have access to better communications and international networks, making it
easier for them to navigate the complexities of immigration. They can often rely on their contacts in
other countries for help and support. Given economic pressures and declining living standards, the
middle class may consider emigration as a way to maintain or improve their economic situation.
They carefully weigh the risks, benefits and often focus on countries that offer professional
development opportunities. For the lower classes, immigration decisions are often driven by
necessity. Poor economic conditions, lack of employment opportunities and lack of access to basic
needs make migration a survival strategy. Unlike the upper and middle classes, where their decisions

are often made, they have fewer choices and greater risks.
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Although upper-class immigrants have fewer problems, they still have difficulty adapting to new
cultural and environmental environments. However, financial resources, and social networks
mitigate these challenges. It is difficult to maintain your socioeconomic status in your destination
country. You may encounter legal and bureaucratic restrictions related to the transfer of assets, and
investments. Middle-class migrants often struggle to find jobs that match their skills, and
qualifications. Regardless of your education and experience, you may accept lower-paying jobs.
Adapting to a new culture and social system can be difficult, especially when moving to a country
with a different cultural background. Lower-class migrants run a higher level of physical risk on their
journeys. The trauma of migration and the harsh conditions in refugee camps and informal
settlements pose a serious threat to mental health. In destination countries, lower-class migrants
often face social exclusion, discrimination and abuse. Their scarce resources hinder access to basic

services, the search for stable employment and their integration into society.

Wealthy immigrants can contribute significantly to the local economy through investment,
entrepreneurship, and consumption. They often bring skills and knowledge that will benefit their
host countries. With sufficient resources, upper-class immigrants can integrate and maintain a high
standard of living more easily by living in affluent areas and sending their children to private schools.
Middle-class immigrants often enter the labor market, especially in skilled occupations. Your
successful integration depends on your understanding of your symptoms and your ability to
overcome initial obstacles. Many middle-class immigrants enjoy a sense of community, contributing
to cultural diversity and social cohesion in their new surroundings. Low-income immigrants can
strain public services and resources, especially in host countries with large refugee populations, but
they also contribute to the economy by filling job vacancies in low-cost jobs. this can cause social
problems, especially in economically difficult areas. Effective inclusion policies are essential to

reduce these problems and promote social well-being.

Class astrology significantly shapes a person's immigration experience, influencing their immigration
decisions, the route they take, the risks they face, and the consequences in the destination country.
The migration of skilled and educated people from middle and upper socio-economic classes often
results in a 'brain drain," which can significantly weaken the economic development and social
stability of the countries or regions of origin, mainly in developing contexts. This outflow denies
these regions of critical human capital needed for innovation, governance, and service delivery.

Lower-class immigrants often send remittances to their home countries, which can greatly support
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the local economy and improve the lives of their families. Immigrants contribute to the economy of
their destination by supplying labor shortages, starting businesses and increasing the demand for
goods and services. Upper- and middle-class immigrants often bring skills, and capital. The presence
of immigrants can enhance cultural diversity and enrich the social fabric of a destination. However,
this also leads to social problems, especially if inclusion policies are not appropriate. Class hierarchy
plays an important role in shaping the dynamics of migration. Immigrants have different experiences

depending on their class, which influences their motivations, approaches, challenges, and outcomes.

Class hierarchy influences the speed of economic development of immigrant communities by
providing or limiting access to resources and opportunities. In host countries, upper-class
immigrants can use their education, skills, and financial resources to achieve economic stability and
social mobility. However, low-income immigrants often face systemic barriers, such as limited access
to education, employment discrimination, and inadequate legal status, which hinder their economic
mobility and sustain cycles of poverty and marginalization. Class dynamics affect the economic

growth of individuals and communities of immigrant populations.

The role of class power in immigration, People from higher economic strata have more financial
resources, advanced education, and wider social connections. These resources are of great benefit
in speeding up the immigration process and settling in your host country. Middle-class immigrants
tend to have more financial stability, professional skills, and educational qualifications. Although
they have challenges, they are in a better position than lower-class immigrants to move up the
socioeconomic ladder. Low-income immigrants lack economic resources and education. The limited
participation in their countries forces them to emigrate in worse conditions, which hinders progress

in the host country.

The power structure in Syria is characterized by extreme inequality, with a small elite controlling
most of the country's wealth and resources. The Assad regime has created a system of patronage
and crony capitalism that benefits a small group of individuals while marginalizing the broader
population. This system has contributed to the deep-rooted inequality in the country and has fueled
the grievances of the population, leading to the uprising that began in 2011. In Syria, the distribution
of power is largely determined by one's social status, economic position, and political connections.

“Class, status, and party are phenomena of the distribution of power within a community”®. In this

8 Max Weber, The Theory of Social and Economic Organization Translated by A.M. Henderson and Talcott Parsons,

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1947), XX (Original German: Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft, 1922)
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guote, Weber highlights the idea that power is a key factor in the distribution of social and economic
resources. It suggests that class, status, and party (i.e., political affiliations) are all closely tied to the

distribution of power within a given society or community.

The Baathist regime, which came to power in Syria in 1963, has had a significant impact on the
country's power structure, consolidating power in the hands of the ruling elite and suppressing
opposition voices. “The probability that a command will be obeyed by given group of persons is a
function of the relationship between the commander and the commanded” ° . In this quote, Weber
highlights the importance of the relationship between those in power and those subject to that
power. It suggests that power is not just a matter of an individual or group having a particular

position or resource, but also of their ability to effectively command and influence others.

Social mobility, the ability of an individual or a family to move up or down the economic ladder, is
strongly influenced by social class. Each class—upper, middle, and lower—faces unique challenges
to overcome related to integration and success in their homes and host countries. Different social
classes face different challenges in achieving economic mobility in immigrant communities. Upper-
and middle-class immigrants have better education, professional connections, and economic
resources, which facilitate integration and mobility. However, many lower-class immigrants face
greater obstacles, including language barriers, lack of sign recognition, and limited access to
employment opportunities. These problems hinder their ability to improve their economic situation

in the host country.

Upper-class immigrants have large economic resources and find it difficult to maintain or increase
their wealth in their new country due to different economic and investment systems. Opportunities,
regulations. Adapting to a new cultural and social environment can be difficult for senior expats. This
is especially true if your wealth and status are not recognized or respected in the host country.
Experienced professionals may find it difficult to transfer their qualifications, and experience to a
new country. For example, doctors, lawyers and other professionals need to re-certify or meet local
standards, which is time-consuming and expensive. Building new professional networks is difficult,
especially when previous expatriate networks do not extend internationally. This can hinder access

to high-quality professional and business opportunities.

9 Max Weber, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft: Grundriss der verstehenden Soziologie. (Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1922),
212,
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As for the Syrian case, we can see that the middle class is relatively small and mainly comprised of
urban professionals, including small-scale managers, tradesmen, and white-collar workers. On the
other hand, the upper-middle class is made up of individuals who have ascended from the lower or
middle classes by leveraging technical or secular higher education. This upper-middle class usually
contains teachers, scientists, lawyers, technocrats, civil servants, doctors, and other professionals.
This group has historically been politically passive, but the uprising against the Assad regime in 2011

saw many members of the middle class take to the streets to demand political change.

“Despite the rhetoric of the Syrian government about socialism and social justice, class-based
inequalities have remained a key feature of Syrian society, with the urban middle class benefiting

from government policies and the rural poor largely neglected” .

The lower class in Syria is composed of manual laborers, rural farmers, and other marginalized
groups. Syria didn’t have a large number of the Laboring class we see that this class didn’t have the
power to induce changes or threaten the current ruling capitalists that may rather be connected to
the fact that Syria has a slow shift to the industrial sector after been newly emerging from the burden
of the ending Feudal class. This class has suffered disproportionately under the Assad regime's
policies, which have favored the ruling elite at the expense of the poor, in terms of power, the Assad
regime holds control of the political power and has maintained control through a combination of
repression, co-optation, and patronage networks. “In Syria, political power has traditionally been
concentrated in the hands of a narrow elite, composed of members of the ruling Ba'ath party and

their allies, who have used their positions of power to reinforce existing class-based inequalities®".

The regime's security apparatus is pervasive and has been responsible for widespread human rights
abuses, including torture and extrajudicial killings. The Assad regime has maintained control through
a combination of force and patronage, but the uprising in 2011 revealed widespread discontent with

the regime and its policies.

“Syria's tentative program of economic liberalization was not as drastic as the more neoliberal paths
followed elsewhere, but the acceleration of reform under Bashar al-Asad has decisively moved the

country in that direction, despite the regime's talk of a 'social market' system. Neoliberalism is

10 Steven Heydemann, Authoritarianism in Syria: Institutions and Social Conflict, 1946-1970, (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 2016).
11 Rana Khalaf, Elite Capture and State Resilience in Contemporary Syria, (London: I.B. Tauris, 2015), 112.
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perhaps better understood not as a specific set of policies, but as a political project constructed in

the interests of class-privileged sectors of society” 2.

Middle-class immigrants continue to struggle to make their educational and professional credentials
known. This may result in less work and may require certification or additional training. Finding a job
that matches your skills and experience can be difficult. Many middle-class immigrants initially
choose jobs that fall short of their qualifications, which can delay socioeconomic advancement.
Mobility and social integration, adapting to a new language and culture is a big obstacle. Middle-
class immigrants may experience marginalization or social exclusion, affecting their ability to fully
integrate into the host society. Securing affordable housing is difficult, right in a safe neighborhood.
Middle-class immigrants face a lot of competition for housing, which affects their livelihoods and

stability.

Also, Syrian Lower-class immigrants are often confined to manual, low-wage jobs with limited
security and benefits. These positions offer little opportunity for advancement and keep the
economy unstable. Many lower-class migrants work in the informal economy, where they are
vulnerable, have no legal protection and have limited access to social services. Access to education
and skills development, Limited access to education and training opportunities hinders the ability of
low-income immigrants to improve their skills and qualifications. This limits the ability to move up.
The need to support themselves and their families and the high cost of education often prevent low-
income immigrants from continuing their education or training. Lower-class immigrants often face
social exclusion and marginalization, which can limit their access to essential services, community
support, and opportunities for social and economic advancement. Navigating the legal and
bureaucratic processes of the host country can be difficult, especially for people with limited literacy
and language skills. This can limit their access to legal status, employment rights and social benefits.
The social mobility challenges faced by different social classes highlight the gaps and barriers
immigrants face. Upper-class migrants find it difficult to maintain their professional status and
knowledge, while middle-class migrants find it difficult to enter the labor market and social mobility.
Lower-class immigrants, on the other hand, struggle against precarious employment, educational

barriers and social exclusion.

12 Robert Goulden, Class and Clientelism in the Syrian Political Economy, (London: Routledge, 2011), 196.
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Power dynamics and class structures shape migration pathways by influencing the opportunities and
resources available to migrants. Wealthier people and those with a higher social status can speed
up the migration process and have better opportunities in host countries. In addition, people with
less power and less social status often face significant barriers, including abuse, legal problems, and
limited access to essential services. This dynamic was most evident in the Syrian crisis, where class
played an important role in determining migration outcomes. In situations of forced migration,
power dynamics, and class structures can determine who escapes conflict or persecution, and who
endures it. Wealthy people can find safety and live in better conditions in host countries, while
people from lower economic strata are stuck in overcrowded refugee camps or unable to go far from
dangerous places. Moreover, class structures in countries of origin, and destination can influence
the experiences and opportunities available to immigrants, shaping their long-term integration, and

economic outcomes.

Capital structures have a significant impact on migration patterns, especially in times of crisis such
as the Syrian uprising. The neoliberal economic policies that characterize Syria's pre-crisis economy
have contributed to resource inequalities, and economic vulnerability. These policies focused on
market efficiency, and privatization, often at the expense of social welfare. When the crisis broke
out, existing economic vulnerabilities became apparent, resulting in unemployment, and poverty,
which in turn led to migration. The Syrian conflict that began in 2011 sparked a massive civil war,

and forced millions of Syrians to flee their homes.

The war caused extensive damage to infrastructure, including homes, schools, hospitals, and
businesses. The disaster has devastated Syria's economy and left millions without livelihoods. Many
industries, including agriculture, manufacturing, and services, were severely disrupted or destroyed

due to unemployment and economic instability.

The global capitalist economy has created labor market demands that influence migration patterns.
Many Syrian immigrants have found work opportunities in countries with unemployment, especially
in Europe and the Gulf countries. The international economy facilitated the flow of remittances from
Syrian migrants to their returning families. These funds have become an important source of income

for many Syrian households and have helped alleviate the economic problems caused by the war.

The financial costs of migration, including travel, legal and settlement costs, have created barriers
for many Syrians. People with financial resources or access to capital are better placed to migrate
legally and safely. The authoritarian system often led to the abuse of Syrian immigrants, especially
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those from low economic backgrounds. Many immigrants faced harsh working conditions, low

wages and limited labor rights in their host countries.
5. Gender Social Integration and Migration Experience

The upper and middle classes of Syrians have better access to financial resources, education and
social connections, which has allowed them to migrate through law and security. They are better
able to obtain a visa, have a secure job, and use social services in their host country. Many
professionals, including doctors, engineers and businessmen, have migrated to countries where
their skills are needed. These immigrants often find better job opportunities and living conditions
than minority immigrants. Lack of financial and social capital, lower-class Syrians often resort to risky
and precarious migration routes. They were more likely to become refugees, dependent on
humanitarian aid and faced great difficulties in their journeys. Upon arrival in host countries, lower-
class immigrants often find work in the informal economy, where they face unemployment,
underemployment, and poverty. Working conditions. Their economic vulnerability exceeds their

legal status.

Women and children face unique challenges during migration, including gender-based violence,
trafficking and exploitation. The patriarchal structures of capitalist economies often marginalize
women, limiting their access to employment and social services. Despite these challenges, many
Syrian women have played an important role in supporting their families through remittances.
Women who migrated to work as domestic workers and other low-paid jobs contributed significantly

to household income.

Governing structures played an important role in shaping the migration patterns and experiences of
Syrians during the uprising. Global, and local economic systems have influenced the opportunities
and challenges immigrants face, as well as significant differences based on economic status. The
authoritarian nature of government suppresses women's voices and reinforces traditional gender
roles, resulting in bureaucratic marginalization. There are few women in decision-making positions
and government abuses have led to economic and social decline. The rise of capitalism has left

women behind, intensifying the struggle for rights and freedom in Syria.

The regime's policies have also caused a lack of opportunities for women in education and
employment. “In Syria, women have long been relegated to second-class status, as the government
has consistently failed to address deeply entrenched gender inequalities, such as discrimination in
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personal status laws and limited access to education and employment opportunities.” (Human
Rights Watch, “Syria,” 2022) *Women are often denied access to education and training programs,
which limits their ability to participate in the workforce and advance their careers. Additionally, the
regime's policies have led to the erosion of labor protections, leaving women vulnerable to

exploitation and abuse in the workplace.

“Women have been particularly targeted by the Assad regime's brutal crackdown on dissent. Female

activists have been arrested, tortured, and subjected to sexual violence in detention.” 4.

Syrian women experience significant inequality, influenced by geography, ethnicity and
sectarianism. The 2020 Human Development Report of the United Nations Program shows that in
2019, GDP per capita for women was only $989, compared to $6,225 for men, resulting in a gender
ratio of 15.9 percent, compared to a global figure of 94.3 percent. Syria's Index of Gender
Development was 0.829 (global value 0.943) and its Gender Inequality Index ranked 122nd out of
162 countries with a score of 0.482. According to the 2013 Human Development Report, the index
value of gender inequality in 2012 was 0.551, ranking Syria in 118th place out of 148 countries.
Women held 12 percent of parliamentary seats, and 27.4 percent of adult women had secondary or
higher education, while men had the equivalent figure of 38.2 percent. The maternal mortality rate
was 70 deaths per 100,000 live births, and the teenage birth rate was 36.5 births per 1,000 live

births. The share of women in the workforce was 13.1%, while the share of men was 71.6%.

Table3: Syrian Arab Republic’s Gll for 2012 relative to selected countries and groups

Female .

Maternal Population with at |  Labour force
wﬁﬂe Rg::k mortality a‘:ﬁ::;cr::'; :;?::n?nt least secondary | participation rate

ratio P (% education (%) (%)
Female | Male | Female | Male

Syrian Arab

Republic 0551 | 118 10 36.5 12 214 382 131 7.6
| Egypt 059 | 126 66 40.6 2.2 434 59.3 2.7 4.3
Morocco 0444 | 84 100 108 1 20.1 %3 | 262 | 747
Arab States 0556 | -~ 176 39.2 13 31.8 44.7 228 74.1
Medium HDI 0457 | - 121 447 18.2 42,1 58.8 0.5 79.9

13 Human Rights Watch, "We Are Dead Souls": Women's Rights Under Syria's Personal Status Laws, (New York: HRW,
2022).
1 International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Syria: A Human Rights Crisis - Gender-Based Repression Under
the Assad Regime, (Paris: FIDH, 2019), (Report No. 723SYR).
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The ongoing conflict in Syria has further exacerbated the situation for women. Women have been
disproportionately affected by the conflict, with many losing their homes, livelihoods, and loved
ones. They have also been subjected to sexual violence and exploitation by both the regime's forces

and armed groups.

The Assad regime's crony capitalism and the ongoing conflict have had a significant negative impact
on women's rights in Syria, exacerbating pre-existing discrimination and limiting women's
opportunities for economic and social advancement. The Assad regime's neoliberal economic
policies, including privatization, deregulation and liberalization, benefited wealthy elites and foreign

investors, but ignored the needs of the wider population.

The global financial crisis of 2008 weakened economic conditions, especially in disadvantaged areas.
Syria's corrupt capitalist economy has concentrated wealth among a small elite, increasing social
tensions and grievances. A report by Ziad Majed (2015)* highlighted that Bashar al-Assad's policies
have increased wealth inequality and unprecedented poverty. Despite annual GDP growth of 4.3
percent, the benefits were limited to the economic elite, but the poverty rate remained high. The
poorest 20 percent received only 7 percent of total spending, while the richest 20 percent accounted
for 45 percent. In 2007, approximately seven million Syrians (33 percent of the population) lived
below the poverty line and 30 percent above it. The labor force share of people aged 15 and over
declined from 52.3 percent in 2001 to about 42.7-43.5 percent in 2010, especially in rural areas.
This decline was caused by the failed neoliberal policies of the Assad regime, which created only
400,000 net jobs between 2001 and 2010. The employment rate fell from 47 percent in 2001 to 39
percent in 2010, which significantly affected women, whose share of the labor force fell from
approximately 20.4 to 21 percent, 12.7-13.2 percent, making Syria one of the countries with the
lowest female labor force participation. The participation rate of men also fell from 81 percent to

72.2 percent.

Graphic 3: Syria’s Yearly Nominal GDP 1990 — 2021 ($ Million)

15 Ziad Majed, Syria's War Economy: Inequality, Poverty and Elite Capture, (Beirut: Carnegie Middle East Center,
2015), (Carnegie Paper No. SYR/2015/03)
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As we see from the Gini coefficient measures inequalities compared with other countries in the

Middle East there is an increase in income and at the same time an elevated increase in inequality,

Graphic 4: Income Share of the Top 10 %, 1985 to 2017

Income share of the top 10%, 1985 to 2017
The income share is the percentage of the national income received by a segment of the population — in this case the
richest 10%%.
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Graphic 5: Income Inequality: Gini coefficient, 1985 to 2017
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Cronyism has also damaged the infrastructure in Syria. Government contracts are often awarded to
businesses with close ties to the regime, regardless of their qualifications or ability to complete
projects on time and within budget. This has led to poorly executed projects and a lack of investment
in critical infrastructure, such as water and sanitation systems, transportation, and healthcare
facilities. The focus on short-term gains for a select few has also resulted in a lack of investment in
long-term infrastructure development that could benefit the entire population. In addition,
government corruption and cronyism have undermined public trust in institutions and deterred
foreign investment, making infrastructure development and improving the living conditions of
Syrians even more difficult. The crony capitalism in Syria was characterized by the concentration of
wealth and resources in the hands of a small elite, corruption, and a lack of transparency in the

decision-making process.

The uprising was an expression of general dissatisfaction with the authoritarian regime and the crony
capitalism that pervades the Syrian economy. The Assad regime's crony capitalist policies created a
system of patronage that rewarded those with political connections, while ordinary citizens were
left struggling to make ends meet. This blatant inequality was a major factor in the Syrian uprising”
(Saleh, 2017). Rami Makhlouf, who is the cousin of Bashar al-Assad, symbolized the regime's mafia-
style approach to privatization. He amassed a vast economic empire that spanned various sectors,
including telecommunications, oil and gas, construction, banking, airlines, and retail. Makhlouf held
significant influence as the main shareholder of Cham Holding Company, the second-largest holding
company in Syria, and he operated as an agent for numerous international companies, holding over

300 licenses. His personal fortune was estimated to be around 6 billion dollars. Interestingly, a British
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magazine called "World Finance" even praised Makhlouf's leadership qualities in early 2011,
describing him as a symbol of positive change in the Syrian economy. According to sources, he
directly or indirectly controlled nearly 60 percent of the country's economy through a complex
network of holdings.40% of the Syrian economy is left to be shared with the total of other crony
elites and the Syrian citizens You can imagine what percentage of the public will be shared from the
Syrian economy all of this forced the protesters to demand political reforms, an end to corruption,

and greater economic opportunities for the underprivileged regions.

“The Assad regime's crony capitalism not only created a system of corruption and economic
inequality but also undermined the rule of law and eroded trust in government institutions. This

created a fertile ground for the uprising to take root” .

Global capital influences migration patterns through its impact on local economies and labor
markets. The integration of the Syrian economy into international markets has made it vulnerable to
global economic trends and shocks. For example, the global financial crisis of 2008 had a devastating
impact on Syria, leading to deteriorating economic conditions and social unrest. As the world capital
shifts, many Syrians will look to their economic situation and look for a better way abroad. This
international relationship shows that regional migration patterns are a direct result of elite
dynamics. The globalization of capitalism, characterized by interconnected markets, free trade, and
economic activity across borders, has a profound effect on migration patterns around the world.
Cross-border flows of capital, goods and services create opportunities and constraints for migrants
and generate complex dynamics that drive people to migrate in search of better economic prospects,

security and quality of life.
6. Economic Inequality and Migration

Global capitalism often leads to disproportionate economic growth that benefits the rich and
deepens income inequality. This large economic gap forces people from poor areas to migrate in
search of better opportunities. In many developing countries, capital infrastructure does not provide
adequate employment opportunities, leading to high levels of poverty and unemployment. As a
result, people are forced to look for work abroad for better wages and living conditions. Developed
countries with aging populations and shrinking workforces rely on low-skilled migrant workers to fill

jobs in agriculture, construction, among others. This application is an attractive reason for

16 Aron Lund, The Political Economy of the Syrian Conflict, (Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace, 2017), 12.
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immigrants from developing countries. Global capital is driving demand for highly skilled
professionals in technology, health, engineering and finance. This demand leads to the migration of

skilled workers from developing countries to industrialized countries, known as the "brain drain".
7. Role of Heavyweight Corporations

(TNCs) Transnational corporation often move their operations overseas and outsource jobs to
countries with lower labor costs. While this creates jobs at home, it can also lead to poor working
conditions and low wages, forcing workers to seek better opportunities abroad. TNCs help create
global supply chains that require a mobile workforce. Workers can migrate to other countries to
work in various productive sectors based on the needs of international companies. The Impact on
the local economy, the presence of TNCs can disrupt the local economy by competing with small
businesses and controlling resources. This economic change forces people to migrate in search of
alternative livelihoods. In some cases, TNCs invest in local infrastructure and development projects,
creating new economic opportunities to reduce the need for immigration. However, the benefits of

these investments are often unevenly distributed.
8. Financial Flows and Remittances

Migrants working abroad send money back to their families. These financial flows provide important
economic support that helps reduce poverty and improve living standards. Grants contribute to local
economic development by funding education, health and small businesses. This can create a positive
feedback loop, reducing the downward pressure on future generations. The international financial
system facilitates the movement of money across borders, allowing immigrants to save and invest in
their home countries. This financial inclusion can promote economic stability and growth in
immigrant-sending regions. Overreliance on remittances can create economic dependency when
local economies rely on external financial flows rather than developing sustainable local industries.

These dependencies can support the migratory cycle.
9. Trade Policy and Economic Agreements

Free Trade Agreements (FTA) create new economic opportunities by opening markets and reducing
trade. But there may be job losses in industries that cannot compete with foreign imports, forcing
workers to migrate in search of work. FTAs can have a significant impact on the agricultural sector in
developing countries, where small farmers may not be able to compete with subsidized agricultural
products from developing countries. FDI can promote economic development in host countries by
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creating jobs and reducing poverty. Areas that attract significant investment become migration
points as people move to take advantage of new opportunities. The unequal distribution of FDI can
lead to regional inequalities within countries, causing internal migration from less developed to
more developed regions. Migrants send remittances to their families, providing important financial
support that can improve living conditions and reduce poverty in their home countries. These
remittances affect migration patterns as families use remittances to invest in education and business
opportunities. Remittances contribute to economic stability in migrant-sending countries and
sometimes reduce migrant pressures. However, relying on remittances can also create dependency

and prolong the cycle of migration.

Multinational corporations establish industrial estates and factories in developing countries,
creating job centers that attract internal and international migrants. These zones become hotspots
for migration as workers seek permanent employment. Special Economic Zones (SEZ) created to
attract foreign investment offer tax breaks and incentives. These areas often attract migrants looking
for job opportunities and better living conditions. Employees of multinational companies can move
within a country or between countries for work. Relocation of businesses encourages skilled
migration as professionals move to where their skills are needed. Employees in global supply chains
may move to different countries to work at different stages of production. Such labor mobility

supports the functioning of global supply chains and encourages migration.

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) open markets and lower trade barriers, creating economic
opportunities that attract immigrants. But they can also cause job losses in sectors that cannot
compete with foreign imports, causing workers to look for work. Free trade agreements can affect
agricultural sectors, where small farmers struggle with subsidized agricultural products from
developed countries. These economic pressures drive rural-to-urban immigration and international
migration. Economic integration through regional agreements facilitates labor mobility between
member states. For example, the European Union allows workers to move freely within its member
states by creating different migration routes. Despite economic integration, regional inequalities
persist, causing migration from less developed regions to more developed regions in the integrated

economic region.

The exploitation of natural resources often leads to environmental degradation and marginalization
of local communities. Mining, logging and oil extraction can destroy ecosystems and force people to
move. Capitalist economies contribute significantly to climate change, which leads to extreme

weather events and environmental degradation. These changes displace communities and direct
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migration to safer and more stable areas. Capitalist economic structures significantly shape
migration routes and patterns, creating both opportunities and challenges. Job opportunities, wage

differentials, global supply chains and trade policies influence where and why people move.
Conclusion

The Syrian crisis has changed the global understanding of forced migration and highlighted the
complex interplay of socioeconomic, political and structural forces. This article has examined the
dynamics of Syrian emigration through the lenses of economic inequality, class power, and the
pervasive influence of capitalism, shedding light on the underlying factors that have driven millions
to leave their homes. The social power structures in Syria are heavily influenced by sectarian, and
tribal alliances that create divisions and tensions among the diverse population. The Assad regime
favored the Alawite minority while ostracizing the Sunni majority, fueling sectarianism and social
tensions. The combination of regional differences and favoritism increased inequality and class
inequality in Damascus and the surrounding regions, which became richer than other
underdeveloped and impoverished areas. That economic divide fueled resentment, especially in

disadvantaged areas, and contributed to the grievances that fueled the 2011 uprising.

The uprising demanded political reforms, an end to corruption and better economic opportunities
for marginalized areas. The Assad government responded brutally, using the security apparatus to
suppress dissent and turning the conflict into a full-blown civil war, with different factions and
foreign powers vying for control. The government-maintained power through coercion, repression,
and manipulation of sectarian and tribal relations. The regime, ruled by the Alawite minority, played
the sectarian card, favoring this group and expelling the Sunni majority, increasing tensions, and
contributing to the rise of sectarianism. The financial management of the government was an
important factor in its power. Neoliberal economic policies preceding the crisis deepened systemic
inequalities in Syria, disproportionately affecting rural, and working-class populations. These
reforms, aimed at integrating Syria into the global economy, dismantled public support systems,
marginalized traditional livelihoods, and concentrated wealth in the hands of a small elite. Neoliberal
economic policies, including privatization and deregulation, were effective in attracting wealthy
elites, and foreign investors, but they did not take into account the wider population. Modern
capitalism has allowed a small group close to the regime to control most of the country's wealth,

and resources, allowing the government to reward supporters and punish opponents. The
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government's economic policies increased inequality, and social unrest, causing widespread

frustration and anger.

The government has also built a massive security apparatus, including the army, intelligence services
and various paramilitary groups controlled by the Alawite minority. By suppressing the opposition,
and regaining control, this apparatus played a crucial role in exacerbating the conflict during the
2011 rebellion. Other actors, including opposition groups, and foreign countries such as Russia, Iran,
and the United States, also played a crucial role in the conflict, supporting various factions, and
influencing the course of the war. The government's violent response to the protests, including the
use of security forces to crush the opposition, only exacerbated the conflict, leading more people to
join the protests, and demand change. As the civil war escalated, various opposition groups
emerged, demanding an end to the system of crony capitalism. The government's economic policies
have hindered social mobility, and economic opportunity, favoring the politically connected, and
marginalizing the wider population struggling with rising inflation, unemployment and a lack of basic

services.

Inequality, class and power are deeply intertwined in Syria. The Assad regime's manipulation of the
economy, security apparatus, sects, and tribes has enabled it to stay in power. The 2011 uprising was
fueled by the grievances of a population that was marginalized and excluded from the benefits of
the government system. The conflict escalated into a complex, and unresolved civil war, with
different parties competing for control. This system of crony capitalism resulted in the concentration
of wealth and power in hands of an elite which dampened any economic, even political aspirations
of the wider population, and ultimately led to popular uprisings. As socioeconomic grievances
intensified, they became a critical catalyst for the Syrian uprising, with marginalized groups bearing

the brunt of displacement and economic collapse as the conflict unfolded.

The Syrians' migration experiences reveal strong class-based inequalities. Wealthier people had
access to safer migration routes, and were able to use their financial resources, and social
connections to cross international borders. In contrast, economically vulnerable populations
endured dangerous and exploitative journeys, often confined to refugee camps or informal labor
markets where they faced further marginalization. These experiences underscore how class power

shapes both the risks and opportunities associated with migration.

Class Migration Routes Outcomes
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Elites Legal visas to Europe/Gulf Resettlement in secure
centers

Middle Class Irregular routes to Europe Brain drain

Working Class Refugee camps Exploitation in informal labor

Global capitalism has also played a significant role in this displacement crisis. Apart from its role in
exacerbating Syria’s pre-crisis vulnerability, the capitalist system has commodified refugee labor and
integrated the displaced into the insecure low-wage markets of host countries. Meanwhile,
humanitarian aid efforts, though critical, have often been unevenly distributed, reflecting broader

inequalities in global systems of resource allocation, and power dynamics.

The socio-economic impact of Syrian emigration on host countries, including Turkey, Lebanon, and
Jordan, further illustrates the complexity of the crisis. While refugee labor, and remittances have
contributed to local economies, the influx of displaced populations has strained public resources,
heightened unemployment, and fostered social tensions. These challenges underline the urgent
need for equitable policies that balance the rights, and needs of refugees with those of host

communities.

Addressing the Syrian emigration crisis requires more than humanitarian aid or temporary solutions.
It is necessary to address the structural causes of emigration, including systemic inequality, and the
exploitative dynamics of global capitalism. Policymakers must develop long-term strategies that
address the socio-economic drivers of conflict, and immigration while fostering resilience in both

source and host communities.

This analysis of Syrian emigration contributes to a deeper understanding of the broader
phenomenon of forced migration in the context of socio-political upheaval and economic
dislocation. By linking local dynamics to global systems, it offers important insights for scholars,
practitioners and policy makers seeking to address the root causes of forced migration and develop

sustainable solutions for displaced populations worldwide.
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Ozet

Bircok insanin yasantisinin akiskan ve kontrolsiiz hale geldigi glinimiiz toplumu, kriz dénemlerinde zayiflik,
bitkinlik ve hastalik asamalarindan gegcmektedir. Reel durumu analiz etmeyi zorlastiran bir olgu olarak zayiflik
halini deneyimleyen toplumlarda bu durum kirillganhk kavramiyla ifade edilmektedir. Son on bes yildir ciddi
bir krizin icinde olan Suriye toplumu bu kavram acisindan 6nemli bir 6rnek teskil etmektedir. Arap
toplumlarinin bir pargasi olan Suriye, siyasi faktorler ve iktidardaki yonetimin etkileriyle, zayiflik sebeplerinin
belirginlestigi bir yapiya blrlinmistir. Savas ve ¢catisma slregleri, yasamin diger yonlerine dogrudan ya da
dolayh olarak yansimis ve insanca yasam kosullarinin neredeyse tim unsurlarinin zayiflamasina sebep
olmustur.

Suriye toplumu, on bes yil boyunca bliytk bir donlsiim gecirmistir. Bu dénisim, halkin cogunun glivenli ve
istikrarli bir yasam kaygisi gliderek, gelecek hedefleri planlama imkanini yok etmistir. Agir sartlar altinda
Suriyeli bireylerin bir cogu, ortamin anormal degiskenligi sebebiyle gelecege umutla bakamaz hale gelmis ve
glinlik yasamlarini diizenlemekte zorlanir duruma dismiuslerdir. Bu durum, derin bir biling insa etmeyi, yapici
elestirel diisinmeyi ve hizla degisen gercekligi anlamayi neredeyse imkansiz kilmaktadir.

Sosyal uyum, yogun catismalarin ve derin bolinmelerin yasandigi kirilgan ortamlarda bulyiik bir 6nem
kazanmaktadir. Devletin ve vatandaslarin haklarini koruyan, savunan ve onlara hizmet eden kurumlarin
ortadan kalktigl uzun siireli savas toplumlarinda sosyal iliskiler bozulmaya baslar. Toplumsal iliskiler, strekli
kargasa icinde yavasca ¢ozillr ve eger toplum Uyeleri bu duruma dikkat etmezse tamamen dagilabilir. Bu
durum, toplumsal ¢okise yol agabilir. Ancak, iliskilerdeki bu gerilime dikkat edilmesi, halki bu baglari korumak
ve onarmak icin harekete gegirebilir. Bu siireg, yeniden insa doneminin baslangicidir. Yeniden inga kavrami,
yalnizca fiziksel anlamda degil, ayni zamanda toplumsal, insani ve iliskisel baglamda da ele alinmalidir.

Tim bu dontsimler, Suriye'nin toplumsal dokusunu etkilemis ve bu durum kirilganlik olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir.
Sosyolog Raymond Breton, kirilgan toplumsal dokuyu "haklar ve sorumluluklar toplumsal s6zlesmesi" olarak
adlandirmaktadir. Breton, vatandaglar arasinda ortak bir bag olusturmanin ve yasam kalitesini artirmanin
onemini vurgularken, kirilganligin toplumsal dokunun zayiflik boyutlarini 6lgme veya anlama kriterleri olarak
kabul edilen bazi belirtilerinin varligini ifade etmektedir. Bu boyutlar, adalet, statii, kultir ve sosyal
sorumluluklar araciligiyla kendini gosterir ve toplumsal uyumu glglendirici, zayiflatici veya direngli hale
getiren bir etki yaratir. Makale, Suriye ortaminda kirilganhk taniminin gecerliligini incelemekte ve Breton’un
toplumsal dokuyu inceleme cergevesine ek olarak, islam disiiniirii Malik bin Nebi’nin sosyal iliskiler ag
hakkindaki gorislerini de bir teorik ¢ergeve olarak kullanmaktadir.

Makalenin arastirma sorusu su sekilde belirlenmistir: Kirllgan devletlerde gatisma ve savasin etkilerinden
sosyal ve kiiltirel direnis ile iyilesmeyi saglamak icin sosyal dokunun, sosyal uyumu glglendiren bir kaynak
noktasi olarak nasil islev gorebilir? Kiiltirel analiz metodu uygulanan g¢alisma Suriye kiltirind, Breton ve Ben
Nabi’'nin temel teorik kavramlariyla iliskilendirerek anlamaya odaklanmaktadir. Bu baglamda, yukarida
zikredilen kavramlar Gzerinden, cesitli ve ¢ok boyutlu olan Suriye kiltiirt dikkate alinarak incelenmeye
cahsilmistir. Bu yaklasim, bir taraftan sosyal dokunun insa edilmesine yonelik zorluklari anlamaya yardimci
olurken, diger taraftan kirilganhk durumunda sosyal uyumu gliglendirme imkanini ortaya koymaktadir.

Arastirma neticesinde “doku” ve “uyum” kavramlarinin igerdigi kesisimlerin toplumsal baglari ve yatay-dikey
dizeylerdeki iliskileri gliclendirdigi sonucuna ulasmistir. Savas ve ¢catisma etkilerinden uzaklasarak, sosyal ve
kiltdrel iyilesmenin yeniden kazanilmasinda, temel destekleyici unsurun “sefkat” ve “ahlaki degerler” oldugu
kaydedilmelidir. Bu nedenle, toplumsal dokunun boyutlari, "sorumluluklar, adalet, tanima, borgluluk hissi,
aidiyet" gibi kalkinma faktorlerini olusturarak olgun ve bilingli bir sosyal iliskiler agina ihtiya¢c duymaktadir.
Sosyal haklarin elde edilmesi beklenirken sosyal yikumliliklerin yerine getirilmesi, devletin ve kurumsal
yapinin bulunmadigi kirilgan lilkelerde toplumun ¢ékmesini dnlemek igin kritik bir 6neme sahiptir. Bu, sosyal
katilimi temel alan toplumsal ve dini kiltir aracihgiyla saglanmaktadir.
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Toplumda is birligi, iyilik ve dayanisma gibi degerlere dayal bir anlayisin giiclendirilmesi, sosyal esitligin
tesisine katki saglamakta ve toplumsal yapinin herhangi bir unsurunun dislanmasini engellemektedir. Bu
durum, adaletin saglanmasi ve bireylerin cinsiyet, din veya etnik koken gibi kimlik temelli unsurlar tizerinden
maruz kalabilecekleri sosyal ayrimciligin 6nlenmesi agisindan da biylik 6nem tasimaktadir. S6z konusu
yaklasim, bireylerin topluma aidiyet hissini giiclendirirken, ayni zamanda toplumsal sorumluluklarin yerine
getirilmesi gerekliligini kabul etmelerine zemin hazirlamaktadir. Neticede, bu siire¢ sosyal uyumu pekistiren
iliskilerin ve baglarin kuvvetlenmesine hizmet etmekte, bu da toplulugun birlik ve ortak kimlik duygusunu
gelistirmektedir.

Sosyal iliskiler agi, toplulugun birligini pekistiren temel bir unsur olarak 6éne ¢ikmakta olup, bu agin etkinligi
biyiik élciide rekabet ve is birligi seklinde tezahiir eden iki temel biling diizeyine baghidir. Ozellikle is birligi,
toplulugun bitlinlGglin saglamlastirmakta ve sosyal, kiiltiirel ile dini degerlere olan baglilig artirmaktadir.
Bu siireg, karsilikli bagimhlik mekanizmasi ¢ercevesinde islemekte; toplulugun bitlinlesme diizeyindeki artis,
kolektif faaliyetin 6nemini de paralel bicimde ylikseltmektedir. Bu baglamda, toplumsal dayanisma ve sosyal
yapinin sirdirdlebilirligi, esasen given olgusunun gliclendirilmesine baghdir. Zira givenin yoklugu
durumunda, s6z konusu kavramlarin islerligi ve gegerliligi ciddi bigimde sorgulanabilir hale gelmektedir.

Sosyal uyumdan ve toplumsal dokudan kaynaklanan iliskisel baglar, savasin derin izler biraktig1 toplumlarda
—ornegin Suriye orneginde oldugu gibi— zayifik ve c¢oOziilme durumunu asarak toplumsal birlikteligin
saglanmasina ve kolektif kimliklerin yeniden insasina katki sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, kultirel farkhliklarin
bilingli ve kapsayici bir anlayisla kabul edilmesi, toplumsal cesitliligi zenginlestiren yapici bir unsur olarak islev
gormektedir. Buna karsilik, bu farkliliklarin reddi ya da gormezden gelinmesi ise toplumsal uyumu tehdit eden
ayristirici etkiler dogurabilmektedir. Toplumun yeniden insa siirecinde s6z konusu sosyal biitiinlesmenin
saglanabilmesi icin, toplumun genel kiltirel ve dini referanslarina dayanan; merhamet, sorumluluk ve ortak
etik degerlere vurgu yapan bir sistemin varligi zorunlu hale gelmektedir.

Sonug olarak, sosyal doku ile toplumsal dayanisma arasindaki iliski, her iki kavramin kesisim noktalarinin
toplumsal baglari giclendirdigini ve hem vyatay hem de dikey dizeylerdeki iliskileri pekistirdigini
gostermektedir. Merhamet temelinde sekillenen etik degerler, Suriye’deki ¢atisma ve savasin olumsuz
etkilerinden sosyal ve kiiltiirel iyilesmeyi yeniden saglamak icin gerekli olan ilk destek unsurlarini teskil
etmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede, sosyal dokunun boyutlari, toplumsal yeniden dogus icin kritik faktorler olarak 6ne
¢ikmaktadir ve tiim bu unsurlar, olgun ve bilingli bir sosyal iligskiler aginin varligini gerektirmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sosyoloji, Din, Sosyal Doku, Sosyal Biitiinlesme, Sosyal iligkiler Agi, Kirilgan Devletler.
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Abstract

Every society especially in our contemporary era, experiences periods of weakness, fragility, and instability,
characterized by fluidity and a lack of regulation. This situation becomes more pronounced during crises that
accompany such fluidity, complicating the understanding of reality. This is especially relevant for societies in
a state of vulnerability known as "fragility." Syrian society, which has been in this condition for approximately
fifteen years, exemplifies such fragility. Within the Arab context, political dynamics and the ruling authority
significantly contribute to this societal weakness, influencing various aspects of life and undermining the
foundations essential for a dignified existence.

Syrian society has undergone profound transformations over the last fifteen years which disrupted the stable
conditions individuals traditionally relied upon to plan their futures in a secure environment, free from
sudden disturbances. Today, individuals in Syria face challenges in planning even daily activities, let alone
future aspirations, due to the extreme volatility that demands heightened awareness and critical thinking
skills. A major challenge in this rapidly changing reality is the inherent difficulty in planning and organizing
life.

Consequently, social cohesion becomes critically important in fragile environments marked by intense
conflicts and divisions, especially in the absence of state institutions that protect citizens' rights, akin to
societies enduring prolonged warfare. Extended instability leads to the deterioration of social relationships,
which may gradually become strained and could ultimately disintegrate if community members fail to
address these issues, potentially resulting in societal collapse. However, awareness of this strain encourages
individuals to take proactive steps to protect and mend these relationships as a foundation for
reconstruction. In this context, reconstruction encompasses not only its material aspects but also its social,
humanitarian, and relational dimensions.

The upheavals experienced have significantly affected the social fabric of Syrian society, leading to its fragility.
Sociologist Raymond Breton refers to this fragile social fabric as the "social contract of rights and duties,"
emphasizing its importance in fostering a common bond among citizens and improving their quality of life.
Breton argues that this fragility manifests in dimensions that serve as criteria for measuring or understanding
the weaknesses within the social fabric. These dimensions—fairness, status, culture, and social obligations—
directly influence social cohesion, either weakening, strengthening, or resisting it.

The current research examines this phenomenon within the Syrian context characterized by fragility.
Employing a theoretical framework that includes both Breton's perspective on social fabric and the views of
Islamic thinker Malik ibn Nabi regarding social relationships, this study centres around a fundamental
question: How can the social fabric act as a point of strength that enhances social cohesion, facilitating
resistance and social recovery from the effects of conflict and war in fragile states?

This research utilizes a cultural analysis methodology aimed at understanding Syrian culture by linking it to
the theoretical concepts of Breton and Malik ibn Nabi. These concepts provide a framework within which the
diverse Syrian culture operates, aiding in the comprehension of the challenges involved in building social ties
and their impact on enhancing social cohesion amid fragility. Ultimately, this contributes to restoring social
advancement within Syrian society.

The research concludes that the relationship between social fabric and cohesion strengthens community
bonds and relationships at both horizontal and vertical levels. Compassionate moral values serve as
foundational pillars for restoring social and cultural recovery from the impacts of conflict and war. The
dimensions of the social fabric such as obligations, justice, recognition, a sense of indebtedness, and
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belonging—are critical for revitalization and necessitate a mature and conscious network of social
relationships.

Specifically, fulfilling social obligations while securing rights is vital for ensuring societal stability in fragile
states where government and institutional frameworks are absent. This stability can be fostered through
community and religious cultures promoting social participation, reflected in values based on cooperation,
kindness, and mutual support. Such an approach enhances social equality and mitigates exclusion and
marginalization, ensuring justice and eliminating discrimination based on gender, religion, or ethnicity. This
strengthens individuals’ sense of belonging to their community and emphasizes the necessity of fulfilling their
duties. Consequently, these efforts reinforce the bonds that elevate social harmony, fostering unity and
collective identity, which are essential for social cohesion.

The unity of the community is reinforced through social relationships, which require awareness of two key
values: competition and cooperation. Cooperation enhances community unity and adherence to social,
cultural, and religious values through mutual dependence. The greater the community's cohesion, the more
valuable collective action becomes, and vice versa. Both cohesion and social fabric depend on community
trust; without trust, discussions about these concepts become futile. This applies to horizontal relationships
within the community and vertical relationships represented by the state and its institutions.

In summary, the bonds manifested through social cohesion and the social fabric enable a war-weary society,
such as Syrian society, to transition from weakness and fragility to unity and identity reinforcement. They
also protect cultural particularities, enriching society when knowledge, but can pose threats if rejected. This
transformation necessitates a system of values and ethics rooted in the cultural and religious fabric of society,
emphasizing compassion and responsibility. Thus, the relationship between social fabric and cohesion
strengthens community bonds at both horizontal and vertical levels. Ultimately, compassionate moral values
serve as foundational pillars for restoring social recovery from the effects of conflict and war in Syria, with
the dimensions of the social fabric requiring a mature and conscious network of social relationships.

Keywords: Sociology, Religion, Social Fabric, Social Cohesion, Social Network, Fragile States.
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Ozet

Muhkem ve miitesabih kavramlari, islam ilim ve disiince tarihinde énemli bir yere sahip olan iki kavramdir.
Zira bu kavramlar, islam’in iki temel kaynagi olan Kur’an ve Siinnet’in nasil ve ne sekilde anlasilip
yorumlanmasi gerektigi konusunda farkli yaklasimlarin ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur. Nitekim bu konuda
¢ati denilebilecek Ug farkl egilim ortaya ¢ikmistir. Batini firkalar, gizli bir anlaminin bulundugunu iddia ederek
her kelimeyi muhkem ve miitesabih ayrimi yapmaksizin inanglari dogrultusunda te’vil etmislerdir. Buna karsin
Zahiriyye gibi ekoller, naslarin zahiri anlamini mutlak olarak kabul etmisler ve hem dinen hem de aklen zorunlu
olan durumlarda dahi te’vile gitmemislerdir. Ehl-i slinnet ise orta bir yol takip etmistir. Nitekim Es’ari ile
Matiridi gibi ekoller, mimkiin oldugunca naslarin zahirini esas almis, ancak gerektigi durumlarda te’vile
gitmislerdir. Dolayisiyla lafizlarin anlamini bir yandan daha siki, diger yandan daha esnek bir sekilde
yorumlamislardir.

Lafizlarin yorumuna iliskin tartismalar, sadece teorik bir cercevede kalmamis, pratikte de énemli sonuclar
dogurmustur. Ozellikle miitesabih ayetlerin yorumlanmasi, itikddi mezheplerin olusumunda belirleyici bir rol
oynamistir. Ornegin Mutezile, akil ve mantik cercevesinde bircok ayeti yorumlamisken Ehl-i Siinnet, naslarin
zahirf anlamini korumaya 6zen géstermis, sadece zaruret hallerinde yorumlama yoluna gitmistir. Boylece daha
dengeli bir yol izlemistir. Firkalar arasinda yontemdeki bu yaklasim farkhligi, itikadi gorislere de yansimistir.

Muhkem ve miitesabihin te’vili ile ilgili bu tartismalar, islami ilimlerin anlagilmasi ve yorumlanmasi agisindan
dnemini korumaktadir. islam’in temel inang esaslarinin sabit oldugu ve hicbir sekilde te’vil edilmeyecegi siiphe
gotirmez bir hakikattir. Fakat bununla birlikte fer‘? bazi meselelerde te’vil s6z konusu olabilir Dolayisiyla daha
once te'vil edilmekten kaginilan bazi kavramlar, degisen ve gelisen ¢agimiz agisinda yeniden yorumlanmak
durumunda olabilir. Nitekim bu manada bazi yorumlar da bulunmaktadir. Modern dénemde, bu kavramlarin
yeniden yorumlanarak ¢agdas sorunlara uygulanmasi, islam diisiincesinin dinamik yapisini gosterir.

Bu makalede hem dil bilimciler hem de din alimleri arasinda gegmisten giinimize tartisma ve ihtilaf konusu
olmus, hatta Ummetin farkl gruplara ve mezheplere béliinmesine, birbirini tekfir etmesine ve bidatgilikla
suclamasina yol agmis 6nemli bir mesele ele alinmistir. Bu mesele, muhkem ve miitesabih kavramlarin varligi,
anlamsal ve itikadi gelisimi meselesidir. Bu kapsamda s6z konusu kavramlarin farkli itikadi ekoller tarafindan
nasil ele alindiginin izerinde durulmustur.

Bazi ekoller, naslarin zahiri anlamini kabul ederken tesbih ve tecsime dismuslerdir. Bazilari naslarin zahiri
anlamini esas alirken teshih ve tecsimden kaginmislardir. Diger bir grup bu naslarin gercek anlamini Allah’in
ilmine havale etmis, metinleri oldugu gibi kabul etmislerdir. Bazilari ise bu tiir sorulari soranlari bidatgilikla
suclamuslardir. Bir baska grup ise Arap dilinin kurallari ve lafizlarin delalet ettigi anlamlar ¢ergevesinde bu
naslari te’vil etmislerdir. Bu yorumlar, mecaz, takdim-tehir, hazif, ilave ve takdir gibi dil kurallarina
dayanmaktadir.

Sonucta bazi ekoller, Ehl-i Stinnet metodolojinin orta yolunu benimseyerek s6z konusu naslari ser’l ve
dilbilimsel kurallara bagli kalarak yorumlamistir. Bazilari ise asirilik nedeniyle Stinni gizginin disina ¢ikmig ve bu
naslari anlama ve yorumlama konusunda farkli mezhep ve gruplara ayrilmistir.

Alimlerin muhkem ve miitesabihin te’vili konusundaki yaklasimlari, farkli ekoller ve mezheplerin ortaya
¢tkmasina yol agmistir. Bu baglamda Zahiriyye mezhebi, onlari takip eden muhaddisler ve Hanbelilerin sonraki
donem temsilcileri, Maturidiler, Es’ariler ve daha nice itikadi mezhep veya gruplar tesekkil etmistir. Ayrica,
Kaderiyye, Mutezile, Cehmiyye, Miircie ve Batiniyye gibi Ehl-i Siinnet disi gruplar da bu tartismalardaki yerini
almistir.

Buna gbére muhkem ve miitesdbih naslarin te'vili meselesi, hadis ilminin en 6nemli ve en hassas
meselelerinden biridir. Bu 6nemi ise iki sebepten kaynaklanmaktadir. Birincisi miitesabih, itikadi meseleler ve
hadis ilmi agisindan en ¢ok ihtilaf edilen konulardan biridir. Nitekim bu konuda cesitli goriisler ve mezhepler
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ortaya ¢ikmistir. ikincisi Ehl-i Stinnet itikadinin dogru metodolojisini, hadisler ve selef alimlerinin gérisleriyle
destekleyerek ortaya konmustur.

Su halde arastirmanin temel iki amacinin oldugu sdylenebilir. Birincisi muhkem ve mutesabih kavramlarinin
varligini ortaya koyak ve bdylece itikadi meselelerdeki asli ve fer't konulari temellendirmek. ikincisi muhkem
ve mitesabih kavramlarinin itikadi anlamini; Arap dilinin dogasi ve bu dilin mecaz, hakikat, takdim-tehir, uzak
ve yakin anlamlari tasiyabilme kapasitesi cercevesinde agiklamak.

Bir giris, (ic ana bolim, sonug ve 6nerilerden olusan makale, Ehl-i Siinnet'in mitesabih kavraminin felsefesi
ve anlamsal gelisimini, diger mezhep ve gruplarin iddialariyla karsilastirmali olarak ele alan bir ¢calismadir.
Calismada tarihsel gelisimi inceleyen analitik ve tiimevarimsal bir metodoloji kullaniimistir. Bu metodoloji,
mitesabih kavraminin tarihsel gelisimini analiz ederek, bu konudaki iddialarin dogrulugunu, kesinligini ve
glvenilirligini degerlendirmeyi amaglamaktadir.

Arastirmada, muhkem ve mitesabih kavramlarinin anlamsal gelisimi ve bu gelisime katkida bulunan itikadi ve
dilbilimsel ekoller incelenmistir. Her ekol, kendi déneminin zaman, cografya ve inang yapisina uygun bir sekilde
mitesabihi yorumlamistir. Sonug olarak, Hanefiler ve onlarin yolundan giden miifessirler ile usulciiler,
mitesabihin insan aklinin kavrayisinin 6tesinde oldugunu ve bu tir meselelerin “O'nun benzeri hi¢bir sey
yoktur, O isitendir, gbrendir” (es-Sara, 42:11) ayeti cercevesinde degerlendirilmesi gerektigini savunmuslardir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis, inang, Miitesabih, Muhkem, Kavramlarinin Gelisimi, Yorumlama.
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Abstract

The notions of muhkam and mutashabih occupy a central and highly intricate place in Islamic theological
discourse. Their interpretation has long been a subject of intense debate among scholars of theology,
jurisprudence, and language. These two Qur’anic categories of verses have not only generated scholarly
disputes but have, over the centuries, also contributed to deep theological divides within the Muslim world.
At times, these disputes have escalated beyond academic disagreement into sectarianism, resulting in mutual
accusations of innovation "bid‘ah", misguidance, or even outright disbelief "takfir", largely driven by rigid
doctrinal allegiances and ideological partisanship.

This paper investigates the semantic development and theological interpretations of muhkam and
mutashabih, tracing their evolution through the lens of different intellectual traditions within Islamic thought.
It explores how various schools—ranging from early Sunni orthodoxy to rationalist, literalist, and esoteric
sects—approached Qur’anic verses and Prophetic traditions categorized as either clear or ambiguous. These
approaches include a broad spectrum: some affirmed the texts at face value, adhering to the literal meanings;
others affirmed the words but avoided affirming the literal meanings when they appeared to imply
anthropomorphism or physicality in relation to the Divine. Some adopted "tafwid", the delegation of ultimate
meaning and interpretation to Allah, while others employed "ta’wil", interpretative reasoning, grounded in
Arabic linguistic principles, rhetorical devices, and contextual analysis, including concepts such as metaphor,
ellipsis, and syntactic inversion.

While traditional Sunni scholarship generally maintained a balanced method that upheld both textual sanctity
and linguistic discipline, other groups deviated from this moderation. Some leaned heavily toward literalism,
risking anthropomorphic readings of divine attributes, while others embraced excessive rationalization, often
distancing the text from its apparent meaning. These diverging hermeneutical paths contributed to the
formation of distinct theological sects, each with its own philosophical assumptions and exegetical
techniques. Among these were the Qadariyya, known for emphasizing human free will; the Mu'tazilites,
advocates of rationalism and divine justice; the Jahmites, who denied divine attributes altogether; the
Murji'ites, known for their deferment of judgment on sinners; and several esoteric groups whose
interpretations were often layered in symbolism and hidden meanings.

A primary objective of this study is to highlight the semantic elasticity of the Arabic language and how this
flexibility contributed to the multiplicity of interpretations of muhkam and mutashabih. The language of the
Qur’an is rich in nuance and capable of expressing both literal and metaphorical meanings. This linguistic
depth allowed for divergent theological readings, with some focusing on proximate, surface-level meanings,
while others ventured into deeper, more abstract interpretations. Features such as grammatical structure,
rhetorical style, and word order all played crucial roles in shaping different understandings of key verses.

The study also addresses a central paradox in Islamic theology: the same verses and texts are often cited by
opposing theological camps to validate conflicting doctrines. This phenomenon reveals the extent to which
presupposed theological frameworks can influence one’s reading of scripture. Consequently, the study raises
critical questions about the possibility of establishing a unified interpretive methodology that remains faithful
to the spirit of revelation while accommodating legitimate diversity in understanding.

Employing a foundational, comparative methodology, this article juxtaposes the mainstream Sunni
perspective with those of other theological schools, analyzing their respective engagements with ambiguous
texts. The research integrates a historical approach with critical analysis, tracing the interpretive trajectory
from the early Muslim community to later theological developments. The study begins by examining the early
generations of Muslims—the Salaf—who, due to their linguistic purity and close proximity to the time of
revelation, were more attuned to the intended meanings of scriptural language. It then considers the impact
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of foreign linguistic and philosophical influences that entered the Islamic world, particularly as Arabic began
to interact with Persian, Greek, and other traditions, resulting in more complex and abstract theological
constructs.

One of the core conclusions of this paper is that the approach of the early generations remains the most
grounded and coherent, both linguistically and theologically. Their interpretive restraint and balance between
textual fidelity and theological prudence offer a model for navigating controversial texts. However, this does
not entail dismissing the contributions of later scholars outright. On the contrary, their insights can provide
valuable perspectives, provided they are critically assessed within appropriate methodological frameworks.

In its final recommendations, the paper calls upon contemporary Islamic studies institutions and research
centers to invest in scholarly efforts that bridge interpretive divides. Dialogue between differing theological
positions, guided by shared commitment to Qur’anic integrity and sound reasoning, is essential for restoring
a more organic and spiritually resonant understanding of scripture—one that echoes the clarity, sincerity, and
unity of the Prophetic era.

The study is structured around an introduction, three core sections, and a conclusion with actionable
recommendations. These include a historical survey of the concepts, an examination of major theological
perspectives and their interpretive tools, and a linguistic analysis of semantic shifts over time. Ultimately, this
research presents a thoughtful and unifying perspective aimed at reconciling traditional insights with
contemporary theological challenges.

Keywords: Hadith, Belief, Mutashabih, Muhkam, Semantic Development, Interpretation.
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Ozet

Bu makalede, Kur’an-1 Kerim perspektifinden insani zaaflar incelemektedir. Ayetlerde bildirildigine gore
insanin yaratilisindaki zaaf, onun temel bir 6zelligidir. insan, Allah tarafindan zayif yaratilmis ve bu zaaf, insanin
hayatindaki farkh yonlerde kendini gostermektedir. Kur’an’da acikca ifade edildigi tizere, insanin zaafi, onun
fitratinda yer alan bir olgudur. insani zaafin, yalnizca fiziki agidan degil, ayni zamanda manevi ve zihinsel
yonlerden de oldugu sdylenebilir. Makale, insanin zaafini hem bireysel hem de toplumsal diizeyde ele alarak,
beseri zafiyetin farkh tirlerini ve bunlara yonelik ¢6ziim yollarini tartismaktadir.

Kur'an ayetlerinden anlasilan, insanin zaafi sadece dissal degil, ayni zamanda i¢sel bir durumdur. insan,
yaratilisi geregi zayiftir ve bu zayiflik, fiziksel, akli, iradi, psikolojik, sosyal ve dini alanlarda farkli sekillerde
kendini gosterebilmektedir. Kur’an’in beseri zafiyeti bazi yonlerden haber vermesi insanin zaaflarinin farkina
varmasina ve kendisini daha iyi tanimasina katki saglamaktadir. Bu zafiyetlerin Kur'an-1 Kerim’deki ilgili ayetler
incelenerek, zaafin farkli boyutlarina dair kapsamli bir arastirma yapilmasi, gerek Kur’an’i anlamak ve gerekse
insani tanimak agisindan énemlidir.

insani zaaflarin, temelde iki ana kategoriye ayrildigi séylenebilir. Bunlar bireysel zaaflar ve toplumsal zaaflardir.
Makalenin ilk bolimiinde, bireysel zaaflarin gesitli tirleri ele alinmistir. Bunlar arasinda, fiziki zaaf, zihinsel
zaaf, akli zayiflik, irade ve azim eksiklikleri, psikolojik zaaf, iman zayifligi, bilgi eksikligi gibi pek ¢ok alt baslk
bulunmaktadir. Fiziksel zaaf, insanin yaratilisindaki sinirlamalardan kaynaklanirken, zihinsel ve akli zaaflar daha
cok bilgi ve diisiinme kapasitesindeki eksikliklerle ilgilidir. irade zayifligi ise, bireyin kendi arzulari karsisinda
zayIf kalmasi ve dogru kararlar almakta zorlanmasi durumudur. Psikolojik zaaf, kisisel duygusal zorluklar ve
icsel catismalarla ilgiliyken, iman zayiflig1 ve dini inanclardaki zayiflik insanin manevi diinyasinda bir bosluk
olusturur.

Bireysel zaaflarin her biri, insanin ruhsal ve fiziksel durumunu etkiledigi séylenebilir. Ancak bireysel zaaflarin
yalnizca insanin dogasindan kaynaklanmadigi, ayni zamanda kisinin eylemleri ve tercihlerinin de bir sonucu
olarak ortaya cikabilecegi belirtiimelidir. Ornegin, iman zayifligi, kisinin manevi bir bosluk i¢inde olmasina yol
acarken, akil zayifligi veya bilgi eksikligi, insanin dogru kararlar almasini engelleyebilir. irade zayifligi ise, kisinin
surekli olarak nefsine yenik diismesine ve bu durumun, onu Allah’a ydonelmeye sevk etmesine neden olabilir.
Bu baglamda, Kur’an, insana kendisinin farkina varmasi icin bir yol gésterici olmaktadir.

Makale, Kur’an-1 Kerim’deki zikredilen bireysel zaaflarin her birini 6rneklerle aciklayarak, insanin zaaflari ile
ylzlesmesinin gerekliligine dikkat cekmektedir. Bu zaaflar, insanin Allah’a yonelmesine, zayifligini kabul
etmesine ve O’na glivenmesine neden olabilir. Diger taraftan, zaaflar insani giinah isleme ve yanls yollara
sapma noktasinda da etkileyebilir. Bireysel zaaflar, negatif bir durum olsa da, dogru bir bakis acisiyla bu zaaflar,
insani olgunlastirabilir ve gliclendirebilir.

ikinci bolimde ise, toplumsal zaaflar ele alinmaktadir. Toplumsal zaaf, bireylerin zaaflarinin bir araya
gelmesiyle meydana gelmektedir. Bu tiir zaaflar, immetin zaaflari, askeri zayiflik, sosyal zaaflar ve siyasi
zayifliklardan olusur. Makale, immetin zaaflarinin yalnizca bireysel zayifliklardan kaynaklanmadigini, ayni
zamanda toplumsal yapinin ve adaletin eksikliklerinden de kaynaklandigini belirtmektedir. Sosyal zaaflar,
toplumun adalet ve esitlik gibi temel degerlere olan eksikliklerini ve toplumda karsilagilan zorluklari ifade
ederken, askeri ve siyasi zaaflar da toplumlarin giivenlik ve yonetim alanlarindaki eksikliklerine isaret
etmektedir.

Toplumsal zaaflar, toplumun manevi ¢okiisiini de tetikleyebilir. Toplumsal olarak zaaf icinde olan bir immet,
adaletin, glivenligin ve huzurun saglanmasinda zorluklar yasayabilir. Ancak bu zaaflar da, bireylerin ve
toplumlarin Allah’a yonelmesi icin bir firsat dogurmaktadir. Her iki dizeyde de zaaflarin, insani Allah’a
yoneltmeye ve O’na dayanarak giiclii olma ¢abasi icinde olmasina vesile oldugu ileri siirilebilir.

Makale, insanin zaaflarini anlamanin, sadece bireysel degil, toplumsal diizeyde de 6nemli oldugunu ve
Uimmetin giiclenmesi icin bu zaaflarla miicadele edilmesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. insan, zaaflarini kabul
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ettiginde, bu zaaflari asma noktasinda daha gticli bir iradeye sahip olacaktir. Ayrica, zaaflarin anlasiimasi,
bireysel gelisimin yani sira, toplumlarin da gelismesine katki saglayacak bir adimdir. Kur'an, insanin
yaratilisindaki zaafi anlamaya yardimci olacak pek ¢ok 6greti sunmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, insant zaaflar, hem bireysel hem de toplumsal diizeyde anlasilmalidir. Zaaflarin farkina varmak
hem bireylerin hem de toplumlarin glicli ve saghkl bir sekilde varliklarini siirdlirmelerine yardimci olacaktir.
islami 6gretiler, insanin zaaflarini tanimasi, bu zaaflarla basa cikabilmesi ve giiciinii pekistirebilmesi icin
kapsamli bir rehberlik sunmaktadir. Kur’an-1 Kerim, insanin yaratilisindaki zayifliklari anlatarak, bu zayifliklarla
basa ¢ikma noktasinda insana manevi bir destek saglamaktadir. Zaaf, insan dogasinin bir parcasidir ve bu
dogayi anlamak, insanin olgunlasmasi ve daha verimli bir yasam siirmesi icin 6nemli bir adimdir.

Makale, insani zaaflarin hem fiziki hem de manevi yonlerinin dogru bir sekilde anlasiimasinin, toplumsal
huzurun ve bireysel manevi olgunlugun saglanmasina katki saglayacak bir stire¢ oldugunu sonucuna varmistir.
Bu baglamda, Kur‘an-1 Kerim’deki Ogretilerin, insanlarin zaaflarina dair farkindalik yaratmada ve ¢6zim
Uretmede temel bir kaynak olusturduguna vurgu yapilmaktadir. Bu nedenle, insani zaaflar ve ¢6ziim yollari
Uzerine yapilacak arastirmalar, immetin gliclenmesine katki saglayacak 6nemli bir adimdir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tefsir, insan, Kur’an’da Zaaf, Ummet, iman.
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Abstract

This article looks into how the Holy Qur'an discusses human weakness. It suggests that weakness isn't just a
temporary state but a core part of how God created people. The verse {And humankind was created weak}
[An-Nisa: 28] really brings this point home. This natural frailty shows up in many areas of life: our physical
bodies, our willpower, how much we know, our strength, how patient we are, how we handle difficult times,
and how easily we're affected by our own desires and outside influences. Weakness comes in two main
flavors: the kind we're born with (fitrah) and the kind we develop through our choices or environment. The
main goal here is to identify and explain the different kinds of weakness the Qur'an talks about. Doing this
should help us better understand the human psyche (nafs) and its changes, recognizing the importance the
Qur'an places on the self. This research dives into the Qur'an's discussion of human weakness, treating it as
the key source for understanding the soul. It also searches for Qur'anic ways to approach these weaknesses,
both for individuals and the wider community (Ummah), something especially relevant today.

To tackle this, the study uses two main methods. First, an inductive method carefully gathers all the relevant
Qur'anic verses that touch on weakness (da‘f). Then, a descriptive analytical method looks closely at these
verses. This involves sorting the weaknesses found, figuring out their causes, seeing how they appear
(physically or morally), and outlining their potential outcomes as the Qur'an describes them. All sources are
clearly noted, and care is taken to distinguish between weaknesses that are part of our nature and those
acquired later.

Based on what the Qur'an says, human weakness can be grouped by who it affects (individuals or the
collective) and its type (physical or moral). Individual weakness covers frailties people are born with or
develop. Key examples include physical weakness the body's natural limits and susceptibility to iliness, injury,
and aging. There's also intellectual or knowledge based weakness, meaning our limited understanding and
ability to know things. Volitional weakness is the difficulty in controlling desires and staying determined, seen
in Adam's faltering [Ta-Ha: 115] and stories of people who hesitated, like the Israelites [Al-Ma'idah: 26] or
unprepared hypocrites [At-Tawbah: 46], showing how easily we can be tempted or become inactive.
Psychological weakness involves emotional instability and being prone to despair, fear, anxiety, or impatience,
especially under pressure. Lastly, spiritual weakness appears as wavering faith (iman), doubts, weak
conviction (yaqin), or inconsistent religious practice.

Weakness isn't just personal; it affects groups too. Societal weakness can mean giving in to social pressures
(like favoring tribe over fairness [Al-An'am: 152]), internal splits, lack of unity, and failing to ensure justice, as
the story of Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah shows [related to Surah Al-Mumtahanah: 1]. Weakness of the Ummah
points to a broader decline caused by things like infighting, straying from core values, excessive focus on
worldly matters, neglecting duties like encouraging good and forbidding wrong, becoming stagnant, or just
blindly copying others. The Qur'an warns against division [Al-Anfal: 46] and mentions the fate of nations lost
to luxury and corruption [Hud: 116]. Military weakness covers problems with readiness, courage, strategy,
resources, or equipment, plus internal issues like fear or disagreement. Examples range from being
outnumbered at Badr [Aal 'Imran: 123] to the danger of infighting [Al-Anfal: 46] and groups losing nerve
before Uhud [Aal 'Imran: 122] or with Talut [Al-Bagarah: 249]. Political weakness shows up as poor leadership,
bad decision making, ineffective governing, misreading situations, or power struggles, seen in Harun's
difficulties [Al-A'raf: 150], the debate over the Badr prisoners [Al-Anfal: 67], and how Bilgis's advisors deferred
to her [An-Naml: 33].

In essence, this research confirms that weakness—physical, mental, and moral—is a basic, God given part of
being human, whether innate (asl) or acquired (tari’). Our physical vulnerability is quite clear. This inherent
limitation, from a theological view, often pushes people to see their reliance on God, seek His strength, and
practice humility. At the same time, these vulnerabilities can be taken advantage of by our own desires or
external forces (human or otherwise), leading people and communities toward wrongdoing, disbelief, or
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being controlled. Therefore, grasping the specific kinds of weakness the Qur'an outlines is vital, not just for
self understanding but also for the community's well being. Recognizing our limits is the first step toward
finding strength in God and working to overcome harmful frailties. The Qur'an itself provides the guidance
needed to address these issues, offering ways to deal with spiritual doubts, weak willpower, social problems,
and political mistakes.

Further research concentrating on human weakness within the Qur'anic context is highly advisable. Such
studies are crucial for the Muslim community today to properly understand its challenges, pinpoint
vulnerabilities, and build on strengths according to divine guidance. Individuals should aim for self knowledge
(ma‘rifat al-nafs) about their own nature to effectively combat negative weaknesses. More work is needed to
systematically draw out specific Qur'anic solutions for the different kinds of harmful weakness. Researchers
should feel free to build on this study, perhaps focusing on particular weaknesses or their remedies. There's
a strong need to blend Qur'anic and Prophetic teachings with relevant insights from human and social
sciences, always maintaining an Islamic perspective, to enrich Islamic scholarship. Ultimately, a clear
understanding of the Ummabh's situation, combined with dedicated, organized efforts to lift it from weakness
by following the principles and strengths found in the Qur'an and Sunnah, is essential. The Qur'an remains
the central resource for understanding and guiding the human soul.

Keywords: Tafsir, Human, Weakness in the Qur’an, Ummabh, Faith.
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