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Kur'an-1 Kerim'de Miitesabih Ayetler: Kavrami, Hikmeti ve Yorum Yontemi Uzerine
Betimleyici ve Analitik Bir inceleme

Dog. Dr. Ahmet Alabalik | 0000-0001-6848-4623| ahmetalabalik@hotmail.com
Yalova Universitesi, islami ilimler Fakiiltesi, Tefsir Anabilim Dali, Yalova, Tiirkiye
Ozet

Bu calisma, Kur’an ilimlerinin temel meselelerinden biri olan muhkem ve miitesabih ayetler konusunu ele
almaktadir. Kur’an-1 Kerim’in anlasilmasi ve yorumlanmasi siirecinde énemli bir yere sahip olan bu konu, erken
donemlerden itibaren mifessirlerin, kelamcilarin ve usGl alimlerinin Gzerinde durduklari meselelerden biri
olmustur. Kur’an’da yer alan bazi ayetlerin anlamlarinin acik ve kesin olmasi, bazilarinin ise ilk bakista farkh
yorumlara imkan verecek bir yapi géstermesi, muhkem ve miitesabih kavramlari etrafinda genis bir literatiiriin
olusmasina yol agmistir. Ozellikle Al-i imran sresinin yedinci ayetinde muhkem ve miitesabih ayetlerden s6z

edilmesi, bu konunun Kur’an ilimleri icerisinde mustakil bir arastirma alani haline gelmesini saglamistir.

Arastirmanin temel amaci, muhkem ve miitesabih kavramlarinin anlamlarini ortaya koymak, bu konuda ileri
surtlen farkli gorisleri incelemek ve mitesabih ayetlerin Kur’an’daki islevini degerlendirmektir. Bu cercevede
oncelikle muhkem ve mitesabih kavramlarinin sozliik ve terim anlamlari ele alinmis, ardindan sahabe, tabiln ve
sonraki dénem alimlerinin konuya iliskin gorisleri incelenmistir. Calismada ayrica mitesabih ayetlerin tarih

boyunca nasil anlasildigi ve farkli ilmf ekollerin bu ayetlere nasil yaklastigi da degerlendirilmistir.

Arastirmada betimleyici ve analitik yontem kullanilmistir. Konuyla ilgili klasik tefsir kaynaklari, Kur’an ilimleri
eserleri, usQl kitaplari ve ¢agdas arastirmalar incelenmis; farkh gorisler karsilastirmali olarak degerlendirilmistir.
Bu kapsamda ibn Abbas, Miicahid, Katade, Safil, Gazzali, Razi, ibn Kuteybe, Nevevi ve diger bircok alimin
gorislerine yer verilmis, bunlarin dayandiklari deliller analiz edilmistir. Ayrica muhkem ve mitesabih kavramlari

arasindaki iliskinin Kur’an’in bittnligu cercevesinde nasil anlasiimasi gerektigi Gizerinde durulmustur.

Calismada muhkem kavraminin sozliikte saglamlik, kesinlik, engellemek ve hiikkiim vermek gibi anlamlara geldigi;
terim olarak ise anlami agik, yoruma fazla ihtiya¢ duymayan ve baska ayetlerin anlasiimasinda temel teskil eden
ayetleri ifade ettigi ortaya konulmustur. Buna karsilik mitesabih kavraminin benzerlik, kapallik ve ilk bakista
anlamin tam olarak belirlenememesi gibi anlamlar tasidigi goriilmektedir. Terim olarak ise mitesabih ayetlerin
mahiyeti konusunda farkl yaklasimlar bulunmaktadir. Bir grup alim miutesabihi birden fazla yoruma miusait
ayetler olarak degerlendirirken, diger bir grup bunlari hakikati yalnizca Allah tarafindan bilinen hususlar

kapsaminda ele almistir.

Arastirmada ele alinan gorisler incelendiginde, alimlerin muhkem ve miutesabih konusunda ¢ok sayida tanim
yaptiklari goérilmektedir. Bununla birlikte bu goérislerin biylk olgide iki temel yaklasim etrafinda toplandigi
anlasiimaktadir. Birinci yaklasima gore mitesabih ayetlerin anlami arastirma, inceleme ve ilmi ¢aba ile
anlasilabilir. ikinci yaklasima goére ise bazi mitesabihlerin gercek bilgisi yalnizca Allah katindadir ve insanlar
bunlarin hakikatini tam olarak bilemezler. Calismada her iki yaklasimin delilleri incelenmis ve konuya iligskin

tartismalar degerlendirilmistir.

Calismada ayrica mitesabih ayetlerin siniflandiriimasi meselesi {izerinde de durulmustur. islam Aalimleri
mitesabihi yalnizca tek bir kategori icerisinde degerlendirmemis, farkh acilardan cesitli tasnifler ortaya
koymuslardir. Buna gore bazi mitesabihler lafizdan kaynaklanirken bazilari anlamdan, bazilari ise hem lafiz hem
de anlamdan kaynaklanmaktadir. Ozellikle hur(f-1 mukattaa, kiyametin vakti, gaybf meselelerin mahiyeti ve ilahi
sifatlarla ilgili bazi ifadeler mitesabih kapsaminda ele alinan 6rnekler arasinda yer almaktadir. Bunun yaninda
arastirmada, Kur’an’in tamaminin bir yoniyle muhkem, baska bir yonlyle mutesabih olarak nitelendiriimesinin

anlami Gzerinde de durulmus; Kur’an’in bitln ayetlerinin dogruluk, belagat ve ilahi kaynak bakimindan birbirine
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benzemesi sebebiyle genel anlamda miitesabih olarak tanimlanabildigi, buna karsilik ayetlerin agiklik ve kapalilik

derecelerine gére muhkem ve mitesabih seklinde siniflandirildigi ortaya konulmustur.

Arastirmada ayrica mitesabih ayetlerin varliginin hikmeti konusunda ileri siiriilen gérusler degerlendirilmistir.
Buna gore mitesabih ayetlerin insanlari dislinmeye sevk etmesi, ilim ehlinin ortaya ¢ikmasina katki saglamasi,
iman ve teslimiyet bakimindan kullarin sinanmasina vesile olmasi ve Kur’an’in i‘cdz yonlerinden birini teskil
etmesi gibi hikmetler tasidigi belirtilmistir. Nitekim bircok alim, bitin ayetlerin ayni aciklik dizeyinde olmasi
halinde tefekkiir ve arastirma faaliyetlerinin sinirlanacagini, buna karsilik mitesabih ifadelerin insanlari bilgi
arayisina yonelttigini ifade etmektedir. Bu durum Kur’an’in yalnizca okunmak igin degil, ayni zamanda Uzerinde

disinidlmek ve anlamlari arastiriimak tzere indirildigini gostermektedir.

Arastirmanin 6nemli sonuglarindan biri, Kur’an’da mitesabih ayetlerin bulunmasinin ilahi hitabin agikligina aykiri
olmadigidir. Aksine bu durum insanlari dislinmeye, arastirmaya ve tefekkiire yonelten bir 6zellik olarak
degerlendirilmistir. Mitesabih ayetlerin varligi, insanlarin ilmfi seviyelerinin ortaya ¢ikmasina ve Kur’an lizerinde
daha derin disiinmelerine katki saglamaktadir. Ayrica bu ayetler, muhkem ayetlerin merkezi konumunu ortaya

koymakta ve yorum faaliyetlerinde temel referans noktalarinin belirlenmesine yardimci olmaktadir.

Calismada tarih boyunca ortaya c¢ikan bazi fikri ve itikadi ayriliklarin, muitesabih ayetlerin yanhs
yorumlanmasindan kaynaklandigi da vurgulanmistir. Ozellikle bazi firkalarin mitesabih ifadeleri baglamindan
kopararak kendi goruslerini desteklemek amaciyla kullandiklari gorilmektedir. Bu nedenle Kur’an’in dogru
anlasiimasi icin mitesabih ayetlerin muhkem ayetler i1siginda degerlendirilmesi gerektigi sonucuna ulasiimistir.
Kur’an’in bir bitin olarak ele alinmasi, ayetler arasindaki iliskinin g6z 6ninde bulundurulmasi ve yorum

faaliyetlerinde ilmi yontemlerin takip edilmesi saglikl bir anlayisin temel sartlari arasinda yer almaktadir.

Sonug olarak ¢alisma, muhkem ve miitesabih meselesinin yalnizca teorik bir tartisma olmadigini, ayni zamanda
Kur’anin dogru anlasilmasi agisindan belirleyici bir 6neme sahip oldugunu gostermektedir. Kur’an’in
anlasilmasinda muhkem ayetlerin temel 06l¢cl olarak kabul edilmesi ve miitesabih ayetlerin bu cergevede

yorumlanmasi, islam diisiince geleneginde benimsenen en giiclii yaklagim olarak ortaya ¢cikmaktadir.
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Mutashabih Verses in the Qur'an: A Descriptive and Analytical Examination of Their
Concept, Underlying Wisdom, and Interpretive Methodology

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ahmet Alabalik | 0000-0001-6848-4623| ahmetalabalik@hotmail.com
Yalova University, Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Department of Tafsir, Yalova, Tirkiye
Abstract

This study examines the issue of the muhkam (clear and decisive) and mutashabih (ambiguous) verses of
the Holy Qur’an, one of the most important subjects within the field of Qur’anic sciences. Since the earliest
periods of Islamic scholarship, the distinction between clear and ambiguous Qur’anic passages has
attracted the attention of exegetes, theologians, and legal theorists. The fact that some Qur’anic verses
convey their meanings clearly and directly, while others appear to allow multiple interpretations, has led to
extensive scholarly discussions concerning the nature, function, and interpretation of such verses. The
foundation of this discussion is found in verse seven of Sdrat Al ‘Imran, where the Qur'an explicitly
distinguishes between muhkam and mutashabih verses.

The primary objective of this research is to clarify the meanings of the concepts of muhkam and
mutashabih, examine the various scholarly opinions concerning them, and evaluate the role and
significance of ambiguous verses within the Qur’anic text. To achieve this objective, the study first
investigates the linguistic and technical meanings of both concepts and then analyzes the interpretations
advanced by the Companions, the Successors, and later Muslim scholars. The study also explores the
historical development of the discussion and the different approaches adopted by various intellectual and
theological schools. A descriptive and analytical methodology has been employed throughout the research.
Classical works of Qur’anic exegesis, Qur’anic sciences, legal theory, and contemporary academic studies
were examined and compared. The opinions of prominent scholars such as lbn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah,
al-Shafi, al-Ghazali, al-Razi, Ibn Qutaybah, al-Nawawi, and many others were analyzed in light of the
evidence upon which they relied. Particular attention was given to the relationship between muhkam and
mutashabih verses and the way this relationship contributes to the coherence and unity of the Qur’anic
message.

The study demonstrates that the term muhkam, in its linguistic usage, conveys meanings such as firmness,
precision, certainty, and protection from corruption. Technically, it refers to verses whose meanings are
clear and whose indications are decisive, making them the foundation upon which the interpretation of
other verses is based. By contrast, the term mutashabih is associated with resemblance, similarity, and
ambiguity. In technical usage, scholars have differed regarding its precise meaning. Some defined
mutashabih verses as passages that can accommodate more than one interpretation, while others
regarded them as matters whose ultimate reality and full knowledge belong exclusively to God. An
examination of the scholarly literature reveals that the numerous definitions proposed by Muslim scholars
may generally be grouped into two major approaches. According to the first approach, the meanings of
ambiguous verses can be understood through scholarly investigation, reflection, and interpretation.
According to the second approach, certain aspects of the mutashabih remain known only to God and
therefore cannot be fully comprehended by human beings. The study discusses the evidences and
arguments presented by both perspectives and evaluates their strengths and limitations.

One of the most significant conclusions of this research is that the existence of ambiguous verses in the
Qur’an does not contradict its clarity, guidance, or comprehensibility. Rather, ambiguity serves important
educational, intellectual, and spiritual purposes. It encourages believers to engage in reflection, study, and
contemplation while demonstrating the depth and richness of the Qur’anic discourse. Furthermore, the
presence of mutashabih verses highlights the central role of the muhkam verses, which function as the
primary reference point for interpretation and understanding.

The study also emphasizes that many historical theological controversies and doctrinal deviations arose
from an improper approach to ambiguous texts. Certain groups prioritized ambiguous verses while
neglecting the decisive guidance provided by the clear verses of the Qur’an. As a result, they developed
interpretations that diverged from the broader Qur’anic framework. For this reason, the study argues that
Akademik Analiz 6 (2026)
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mutashabih verses must always be interpreted in the light of the muhkam verses and within the overall
context of the Qur’anic message.

The study also examines the classification of mutashabih verses as presented by Muslim scholars. It
demonstrates that scholars did not regard ambiguity as a single and uniform category; rather, they
developed different classifications based on the source and nature of the ambiguity. Some forms of
ambiguity arise from linguistic expressions, others from meanings, while certain verses involve both
linguistic and semantic dimensions. Examples frequently discussed in the scholarly literature include the
disconnected letters (al-hurGf al-mugatta‘ah) at the beginnings of some chapters, references to the Hour
and other unseen realities, as well as passages concerning divine attributes. The research further explores
the Qur’anic descriptions of the scripture as both entirely muhkam and entirely mutashabih in different
contexts. It argues that the Qur'an may be described as mutashabih in the sense that all of its verses
resemble one another in truthfulness, eloquence, coherence, and divine origin, while the distinction
between muhkam and mutashabih relates to varying degrees of clarity and explicitness in meaning. In
addition, the study investigates the wisdom behind the existence of mutashabih verses in the Qur’an.
Various scholarly explanations are examined, including the role of ambiguous verses in stimulating
intellectual reflection, distinguishing scholars from non-scholars, testing faith and submission, and
demonstrating aspects of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature (i‘jaz). Many scholars have argued that if all
Qur’anic verses were equally explicit and self-evident, the opportunities for reflection, investigation, and
scholarly inquiry would be significantly reduced. Ambiguous passages therefore encourage believers to
engage more deeply with the Qur’anic text and to seek knowledge through study and contemplation. In
this sense, the presence of mutashabih verses highlights that the Qur'an was revealed not merely for
recitation, but also for reflection, understanding, and continuous intellectual engagement.

In conclusion, the issue of muhkam and mutashabih verses is not merely a theoretical discussion within
Qur’anic studies. It is a fundamental topic that directly affects the interpretation and understanding of the
Qur'an. A balanced methodology that takes clear verses as the primary foundation while interpreting
ambiguous passages in their light remains the most reliable approach for preserving the coherence,
integrity, and intended guidance of the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: Tafsir, Qur'an, Ta'wil, Mutashabih, Muhkam.
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